Planning Commission Agenda

COUNCIL CHAMBERS and/or
TELECONFERENCE

TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2022 AT 7:00 P.M.

DIAL-IN-NUMBER: 1 (669) 900-6833
Meeting ID: 819 1809 1097
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/81918091097

CALL TO ORDER:
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
CITY OFFICIALS:
CHAIRPERSON COMMISSIONERS
Fabiola Inzunza Jose Delgado
Diego Sepulveda

VICE CHAIRPERSON Ivy Duarte
Jose De La Paz

ROLL CALL:

REPORT ON POSTING

I, Jose Montano, Acting Administrative Service Coordinator, certify that a true and correct copy of
the foregoing meeting agenda was properly posted on June 17, 2022, seventy-two hours prior to the
scheduled meeting, as required by law.
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MEETING COMPENSATION DISCLOSURE

Pursuant to Government Code Section 54952.3: Disclosure of compensation for meeting attendance
by the Planning Commission is $125.00 per meeting,

Ttem No. 1

The Planning Commission will consider approving the minutes for the Planning Commission
meeting of June 7, 2022.

Item No. 2

The Planning Commission will review a proposed timeline for upcoming workshops to contribute
guidance and direction regarding updating the City’s Zoning Code.

Item No. 3

The Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing to review amending the Zoning Code regarding
off-site parking distances, thresholds and parking requirements for land uses serving children, older
adults, community assembly or people with disabilities.

Comments

At this time, members of the public and staff may address the City Planning Commission regarding any
items within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Planning Commission. No action may be taken on items
not listed on the agenda unless authorized by law.

AUDIENCE COMMENTS
CITY STAFF COMMENTS
PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS

ADJOURNMENT

In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in the
Planning Commission Meetings, please contact Community Development Department.

Notitication 48 hours prior to the City Council Meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements
to assure accessibility, Any final action of the Planmng Commissicn, on this agenda, is appealable to the City
Council upon filling the request with the City Clerk prior to 5:00pm on Monday, July 4, 2022,

Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Planning Commission after distribution of the
agenda packet are available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office, 8650 California Avenue, South
Gate, California 90280 (323) 563-9510 * fax (323) 563-5411 * www.cityofsouthgate.org.
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1.

ITEM NO. 1

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE SOUTH GATE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2022

CALLTO ORDER

The Planning Commission of the City of South Gate met via teleconference on the above date at 7:00 PM
Chairperson Fabiola Inzunza presiding.

2,

3.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Vice Chairperson Jose De La Paz

ROLL CALL

Commissioners Present: Chairperson Fabiola Inzunza, Vice-Chairperson Jose De La Paz, and

Delgado

Commissioners Absent: Duarte and Sepulveda
Staff Present: Meredith T. Elguira, Community Development Director

4.

Yalini Siva, Senior Planner
Jose Montano, Recording Secretary
Raul Salinas, City Attorney

REPORT ON POSTING AND MEETING COMPENSATION DISCLOSURE

Chairperson Inzunza called for a 5-minute recess; meeting will resume at 7:11pm.

Commissioners Duarte arrived at 7:07pm.

Chairperson resumed the Planning Commission meeting at 7:08pm.

5.

Minutes

MINUTES

MOTION: Vice Chairperson De La Paz moved to approve the minutes and Commissioner Delgado
seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously, with the following roll call vote:

AYES: Inzunza, De La Paz, Delgado, and Duarte

NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

Per the request of the applicant, Item No. 4 will be up next.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 860. TO ALLOW AN EXISTING FACILITY TO

OBTAIN A TYPE 41 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL FOR ON-SALE BEER & WINE- EATING PLACE
LICENSE FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 9599 PINEHURST AVENUE.
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ITEM NO. 1

Caroline Maravilla- 9311 Hildreth Ave South Gate CA 90280, spoke against item No. 4.

Olivia Quijada- Pinehurst resident across from “Goals” soccer facility, spoke against item No. 4.,
Alfredo Arsate- 8965 Vossler Ave, South Gate, CA 90280, spoke in favor of item No. 4.

Cyndi Esquivel- 4718 Tweedy Blvd, South Gate CA 90280, spoke against item No. 4.

Senior Planner read an email from Carlos Amador, 9293 Park Ave, South Gate, Ca 90280, reading his
concerns for Item No. 4.

MOTION: Vice Chairperson De La Paz moved o deny ltem 4. and Commissioner Delgado seconded the
motion. Motion carried unanimously, with the following roll call vote:

AYES: Inzunza, De La Paz, and Delgado
NOES: Duarte
ABSTAIN: None

7. PUBLIC HEARING FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 858. TO ALLOW A PROPOSED RESTAURANT TO
OBTAIN A TYPE 41 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL LICENSE FOR ON-SALE BEER AND WINE AT AN
EXISTING RESTAURANT FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4322 TWEEDY BOULEVARD,

MOTION: Commissioner Delgado moved to approve Item 2. and Chairperson Inzunza seconded the
motion. Motion carried unanimously, with the following roll call vote:

AYES: Inzunza, De La Paz, Delgado, and Duarte
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None

8. PUBLIC HEARING FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 859. TO ALLOW A PROPOSED RESTAURANT TO
OBTAIN A TYPE 47 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL LICENSE FOR ON-SALE GENERAL AT A PROPOSED
RESTAURANT FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4332 TWEEDY BOULEVARD.

MOTION: Vice Chairperson De la Paz moved to approve Item 3. and Commissicner Delgado seconded
the motion. Motion carried unanimously, with the following roll call vote:

AYES: Inzunza, De La Paz, Delgado, and Duarte
NOES: Naone
ABSTAIN: None

9. PUBLIC HEARING FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 861 TO ALLOW FOR THE OPERATION OF A
“MEDICAL SERVICE, MEDICAL/DENTAL/HOLISTIC"/MEDICAL SPA” PER THE TWEEDY BOULEVARD
SPECIFIC PLAN FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 3323 TWEEDY BLVD.
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ITEMNO. 1

Leslie Guevara- 1413 Huntington Dr, Duarte CA 91010, spoke in favor of item No. 5.

MOTION: Vice Chairperson De La Paz moved to approve ltem 5. and Commissioner Duarte seconded the
motion. Motion carried unanimously, with the following roll call vote:

AYES: Inzunza, De La Paz, Delgado, and Duarte
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None

10. PUBLIC HEARING TO REVIEW AMENDING THE ZONING CODE REGARDING OFF-SITE PARKING
DISTANCES, THRESHOLDS AND PARKING REQUIREMENTS FOR LAND USES SERVING CHILDREN, OLDER
ADULTS, COMMUNITY ASSEMBLY OR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES.

MOTION: Chairperson Inzunza moved to grant the request of staff to move item No. 6 to the Planning
Commission Meeting of June 21, 2022, and Commissioner Delgado seconded the motion. Motion carried
unhanimously, with the following vote:

AYES: Inzunza, De La Paz, Delgado, and Duarte
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None

11. THE PLANNING COMMISSION WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING TO REVIEW THE ZONING CODE
AMENDMENTS TIMELINE & WORKSHOP.

Yalini Siva, Senior Planner presented a staff report to the Planning Commission and there was a range of
discussion amongst the Planning Commissioners and staff regarding Updating the Zoning Code.

This item has been received and filed

12. AUDIENCE COMMENTS
None

13. CITY STAFF COMMENTS
None

14. PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS
Commissioner Delgado asked staff to consider alternatives when a Planning Commission meeting is held
on an election day.

15. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 9:19 PM. The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission is
scheduled to be held on Tuesday, June 21, 2022, beginning at 7:00 PM.

Minutes Page 3 of 4
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ITEM NO. 1

Respectfully,

Meredith T, Elguira, Community Development Director

APPROVED:

Fahiola Inzunza, Chairperson

Minutes Page 4 of 4
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[tem No. 2

Community Development Department

Memorandum
T Planning Commission
From: Yalini Siva, Senior Planner @

City of

S th Date: June 16, 2022
Ol‘Jt Re: Zoning Code Amendments Timeline

As Planning staff has been responding to various questions regarding the current zoning code, there are several
zoning topics that could be simplified and further clarified by amending the zoning code. Therefore, staff will be
bringing forth these topics to the Planning Commission to review and discuss zoning over the next few months.
Each Planning Commission meeting agenda will also include a study session, wherein Planning staff and the
Planning Commission will be able to review current zoning code sections and how they may be amended to
provide the community with additional clarity regarding the zoning code. The tentative timeline below lists the
various topics that will be discussed at the upcoming study sessions.

Date Topics
May 17: Fences, hedges and walls
Public Hearing Notification mailing radius boundaries

June 7: Front-yard setback landscaping
Temporary structures (canopies, storage sheds, etc.)

June 21: Signage

July 5: Entitlement processing
Administrative vs. Discretionary processing

July 19: Landscape
August 2: Industrial uses

August 16:  Zoning Code Amendment adoption
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Chapter 11.36
SIGNS — GENERAL POLICIES, PROVISIONS, AND PROCEDURES

Sections:

11.36.010 _ Purpose.
11.36.020 _ Objectives.

11.36.030  Definitions.

11.36.040 _General policies.

11.36.050 Prohibited signs.

11.36.060 Signs in the public right-of-way.

11.36.070 New signs exempt from sign permit requirements.

11.36.080 _ Signs allowed by sign permit in all zones.

11.36.090  Signs allowed by sign permit in commercial and manufacturing zones.
11.36.100 Off-premises signs.

11.36.110 New sign permit process.

11.36.120 Nonconforming signs.

11.36.130  Severability.

11.36.140 Penalty.

11.36.010 Purpose.

The purpose of the following provisions is to eliminate excessive and confusing visual blight created by
uncontrolled and unplanned signs. It is the intent of these regulations to develop and encourage a sign program
that will provide a harmonious tone and aesthetically pleasing visual character to the city, thereby promoting the
economic health and public welfare of its residential and business sectors.

(Ord. 2353 § 7 (part), 7-10-18)

11.36.020 Objectives.
The objectives to be used in applying specific standards are as follows:

The South Gate Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 2021-13-CC, passed December 14, 2021.
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1. To distinguish individual business, residential, and public uses without confusion, unsightliness, or visual
obscurity of adjacent land uses.

2. Toassure that all signs in terms of size, height, and location are compatible with the surrounding land use,
character, and on-site development,

3. To assure that all signs and sign supports, in terms of color, form, materials used, lighting, and design, are
architecturally integrated with the building and neighborhood style and are of safe style and of sound
construction.

4. To assure that off-premises advertisements are compatible with the surrounding land uses and do not
obscure views of adjacent on-premises signs.

(Ord. 2353 § 7 (pari), 7-10-18)

11.36.030 Definitions.
1) “Abandoned signs” means any existing sign located on a property for a purpose which no longer exists or
for a purpose which is unrelated to the present purpose and unused by the same.

2) “Abatement” means the process by which the city requires removal of signs relating to inoperative or no
longer existing businesses and signs that do not conform to the provisions of this chapter.

3) “Advertising sign” means any lettered board or other display used to identify products, brand names and
prices offered by a business.

4) “Advertising statuary” means a statue or other three-dimensional structure imitating or representing a
person, animal, or object which is sculptured, molded, or cast in a solid or plastic substance, material, or fabric,
and used for commercial or industrial purposes.

5} “Advertising structure” means any wall, ground, pole sign, billboard, or other structure and all parts thereof
which is erecied or used for advertising purposes or upon which any poster, bill, bultetin, printing, painting,
device, or other advertising matter of any kind whatsoever is placed, posted, tacked, nailed, pasted, or otherwise
fastened; including also neon outlining for advertising and electric signs; but shall not include any board, sign, or
surface used exclusively to display official notices issued by any court or public office, or posted by any public
officer in the performance of a public duty, or a private person giving legal notice.

B) “Adverlising device” means any balloon, flag, pennant, propelier, oscillating, rotating, pulsating light, noise
making, or other contrivance except a sign, used to attract attention for the purpose of promoting the sale of
products of any person.

7) “Advertising display” means any device, contrivance, statue, or structure other than a sign used as a

The South Gate Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 2021-13-CC, passed December 14, 2021.
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display, regardless of size and shape, or for the purposes of attracting attention or making anything known, the
origin or place of sale of which is on the property with such advertising display.

8) “Allowable sign area” means the area included within the outer dimensions of a sign. In case of a multiple-
face sign, each side will be computed as part of the maximum allowable sign area. In case of a sign placed on a
wall or other surface without a border, the area shall be computed by enclosing the entire sign within the
smallest rectangle that will wholly contain the sign message and computing the area thus enclosed.

9) “Alteration” means any change in copy, color, hue, size or shape, which changes the appearance of a sign,
or a change in position, height, location, construction, or supporting structure of a sign. Copy change on a
bulletin board copy sign is not an alteration.

10} “Animated or flashing sign” means a sign with action or motion, flashing or color change, requiring
electrical energy, electronic or manufactured source of supply, but not including wind activated elements such
as flags, banners, or specialty items. This excludes public service signs such as time and temperature units.

11)  “Awning” means a movable shelter supported entirely from the exterior wall of a building and of a type
which can be fixed or retracted, folded, or collapsed against the face of the building.

12) “Background area of sign” means the entire display area of a sign upon which copy could be placed.
13) “Bench sign” means a sign located on a bench or similar structure on or near a public right-of-way.

14} “Billboard” means a sign designed for changing advertising copy and which is normally used for the
advertisement of goods, products, or services rendered at locations other than the premises on which the sign is
located.

15)  “Building face” means all windows, doors, and wall areas of a building in one plane or elevation.
16) “Building frontage” means the linear width of a building.

17) “Building height” means the vertical distance measured from the ground level grade to the top of the
building face or roofiine,

18)  "Building identification sign” means any sign containing name and/or address of a building and may include
hours of operation and emergency information, such sign being located on the same site as the structure.

19) *Changeable copy (bulletin board) sign” means a sign which is designed to accept changeable copy,
manually or electrically, regardless of the method {i.e., rigid, precast letters or characters, handbills, posters)
which advertises services or products provided on the site.

The South Gate Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 2021-13-CC, passed December 14, 2021.
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20) “Commercial center” consists of at least three commercial uses, sharing common points of access and
parking.

21) “Construction sign” means a temporary sign stating the names, addresses and phone numbers of those
individuals or businesses directly connected with the construction or alteration on the site where the sign is
located.

22)  “Convenience sign” means a sign not larger than four square feet which conveys information such as |
‘restrooms,” “no parking,” “entrance,” and the like, but does not contain brand, trade or business identification
and is designed to be viewed on site or adjacent to the site by pedestrians and/or motorists.

23) Researved.

24) “Dilapidated” means buildings or structures which are structurally unsafe or not provided with adequate
egress, or which constitute a fire hazard, or are otherwise dangerous to human life.

25) “Directional sign” means an on-premises or off-premises sign designed to guide or direct pedestrian or
vehicular traffic.

26) ‘"Double-faced sign” means a sign which has two display surfaces back-to-back or against the same
background, one face designed to be seen from one direction and the other from another direction.

27) “Electric sign” means a sign energized electrically, electronically or by other power source, when such
energy is utilized to illuminate or activate the advertising message or a portion thereof.

28) “Freestanding sign” means an independent sign which is neither attached nor a part of a building, and is
permanently affixed in or upon the ground.

29) “Grade” means the ground level nearest the sign location.

30) “Graphics” means all lettering, logograms, pictures, symbols, patterns, and depictions, including color, on
a sign.

31) “Height (of sign)” means the distance from the average ground level or grade immediately surrounding the
base of the sign to the top of its highest element, including any structural element.

32) “lcon sign” means a sign which resembles the type of business or product offered on the premises.

33) “ldentification sign” means any sign referring to the name, service or product of a business. Such sign
shall not include the listing of specific products or of specific brand names or products offered for sale, unless
the product or name is incorporated into the name of the business.

The South Gate Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 2021-13-CC, passed December 14, 2021.
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34)  “lllegal sign” means any sign placed without proper government approval and/or permits required by the
city of South Gate at the time said sign was placed. An illegal sign shall alsc mean any nonconforming sign
which has exceeded its authorized amortization period.

35) “"Hluminated sign” means a sign in which an artificial source of light is used in order to make the message
readable. This definition shall include internally and externally lighted signs and reflectorized, glowing, or
radiating signs.

36) “Industrial center” means at least three industrial uses, sharing common points of access and parking.

37} "Marquee” means any permanent roof structure, canopy, or awning attached to and supported by the
building projecting over public or private property.

38) “"Marguee sign” means any sign painted, attached to, or hanging from a marquee.
39  “Monument or ground sign” means any sign mounted directly on a planter or pedestal base.

40) “Murals” means any painted wall sign that does not pertain to the business, product or service rendered on
the premisas.

41} “Nonconforming sign” means a sign which was installed under laws or ordinances in effect prior to the
effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter or subsequent revisions, but which is In conflict with the
current provisions of this chapter.

42)  “Off-premises sign” means a sign which indicates or implies the avallability of products or services
rendered at a specific location or locations other than the premises on which the sign is located (billboards and
benches).

a. “Off-premises freeway sign” means a single-faced or double-faced sign which is oriented towards the
freeway (interstate 710) and which indicates or implies the availability of products or services at a specific
location or locations other than the premises on which the sign is located (billboards or public service
messages).

b. "Off-premises surface street sign” means a single-faced or double-faced sign which is oriented
towards a public surface street and which indicates or implies the availability of products or services at a
specific location or locations other than the premises on which the sign is focated (billboards or public
service messages). |

43) “On-premises sign” means a sign which carries only advertisements strictly incidental to a lawful use of
the premises on which it is located, including signs or sign devices indicating the business transacted, services
rendered, goods sold or produced, name of business, name of person, firm or corporation occupying the

The South Gate Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 2021-13-CC, passed December 14, 2021.
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premises.
44) “Painted sign” means a sign which is painted directly on a building or structure.
45) “Parapet wall" means that portion of the bullding wall that rises above the roofline.

48) “Pennants” means devices generally made of flexible materials, usually cloth, paper, or plastic. They may
or may not contain any copy and are primarily intended to draw attention.

47) "Placed,” as used in this chapter, includes erected, projected, constructed, posted, painted, printed,
tacked, glued, carved, or otherwise made visible in any manner whatsoever,

48) "Planned sign design” means a coordinated program of one or more existing signs for an individual
commercial or industrial business establishment or a commaercial or industrial business center that provides for
an alternative to the general sign regulations. It is intended to encourage the maximum incentive and lafitude in
order to achieve variety and good design.

49} "Pole sign” means any sign supported by a structural member(s) with air space betwaen the grade level
and the sign face.

50} “Political sign” means a temporary noncommercial sign that shall be permitted on private property in any
zone for a reasonable period of time preceding an election.

51) “Portable sign” means a sign which is capable of being carried or readily moved from one spot to ancther
and which Is not permanent in nature.

52) “"Premises” means a lot or a building site, or a specific portion of a lot or building site that contains the
structures and the open spaces needed for the location, maintenance, and operation of the use of the property.

53) “Projecting sign” means a sign, other than a wall sign, which is primarily attached to the exterior of a
building and extends beyond such exterior wall, and is not parallel to the structure to which it is attached.

54) “Public right-of-way signs” means signs that encroach into public strests, alleys, parkways, and sidewalks.

55) “Real estate sign" means a temporary sign advertising the sale, lease or rent of the property upon which it
is located, and the identification of the person or firm handling such sale, lease or rent.

56) “Revolving sign” means a sign which turns or rotates to any degree.

57) "Roof sign” means a sign erected upon or above a roof or parapet wall of a building and which is wholly or
partially supported by said building.

The South Gate Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 2021-13-CC, passed December 14, 2021,
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58) “Sign" means any physical form of visual communication which can be viewed from public areas and
adjoining private properties. In addition, it shall include all parts, portions, frame, background, structure, and
support, and anchorage thereof.

59) “Sign copy” means any allowable sign area used to display a message using words, numbers, graphics,
maps, etc., in any combination therecf, advertising a service or product provided.

B0) "Sign permit” means a permit with an identification number issued by the building and safety division
{exclusive of electrical or structural permit required depending on the sign type). The permit registers a sign that
has been approved by the department of community development or city planning commission.

61) "Sign plan” means the information (height, area, color, location, etc.), submitted as the application for a
sign permit, whether it is for a new sign{s) in conformance with these provisions or approved as part of a
planned sign design or sign theme.

82) “Sign structure” means any edifice or framework which supports or is capable of supporting any sign as
defined herein. A sign structure may be single pole, column or frame, and may or may not be an integral part of a
building.

63)  "Sign theme” means a coordinated program of one or more new signs for an individual commetrcial or
industrial business center that provides for an alternative to the general sign regulations. It is intended to
encourage the maximum incentive and latitude in order to achieve variety and good design. Approval shall be by
the city planning commisslon. Approval of signs and the issuance of the sign permit shall be referenced as the
sign theme for that business establishment.

64) “Strest frontage” means the width of a lot or parcel of land along or fronting upon a street(s).

65) “Subdivision directional signs” means off-premises signs providing information on the location of a
subdivision, whole lots, parcels, or units being offered for sale, lease, or rent.

66) “Subdivision identification signs” means off-premises signs advertising developed or undeveloped real
property which has been divided into five or more lots, parcels or units, for sale, lease, or rent. Signs advertising
fewer than five such lots shall be treated as real estate signs for property of less than one acre, or real estate
signs for property of one acre or more, depending on the applicable acreage.

67) “Temporary sign” means a sign or banner of clath, canvas, light fabric, cardboard, wallhoard, plywood,
metal or plastic intended to advertise community or civic projects, construction projects, real estate, political or
cther special (example: grand opening, manager special) events.

68} “Time and temperature” means a timepiece eraected on the exterior of any bullding or structure for the
convenience of the public and placed and maintained by persons for the purpose of advertising.

The South Gate Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 2021-13-CC, passed December 14, 2021,
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69) “Tri-posters” means billboards with three-dimensional rotating slats that create three different viewing
panels.

70) "Vehicle signs” means business signs on or affixed to trucks, automabiles, trailers, or other vehicles. Such
vehicles are used primarily to support or display such signs, while parked on public or private property, other
than for the purpose of lawfully making deliveries or sales of merchandise or rendering services from such
vehicles.

71} "Wall sign” means a sign painted, attached to, or installed on the exterior of a building or structure with the
exposed face of the sign in a plane approximately parallel to the plane of the exterior wall.

72)  "Window sign” means any sign, exposed to public view, attached, painted, or pasted, either permanent or
temporary, displayed on the interior or exterior surface of a window.

(Ord. 2353 § 7 (part), 7-10-18)

11.36.040 General policies.
The city does hereby adopt the following general policies:

1. All signs shall pertain to the identification of the use, product, or service provided on the premises, and/or
interest being offered for sale or lease thereon, except for billboards, governmental, or community service signs
as provided in this chapter.

2. All new signs shall obtain a permit, except for those signs indicated in Section 11.36.070, New signs exempt
from sign permit requirements.

3. All business and residential buildings shall be identified by a street address sign and such street address
shall be exempt from the required permit.

4. All signs, where applicable, shall meet the standards of the city's building code.

5. Trees, rocks, bridges, utility poles in the public right-of-way, dilapidated buildings or structures, and
vehicles shall not be used to support signs.

6. If more than two sides of a sign structure are to be used for display, the permit shall be subject to review by
the director of community development or his or her designee.

7. In calculating the area of signs, the following shall apply:

a. Both sides of a double-faced sign shall be used to calculate the total allowable sign area.

The South Gate Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 2021-13-CC, passed December 14, 2021.



South Gate Municipal Code Chapter 11.36 SIGNS — GENERAL POLICIES, PROVISIONS, AND Page 9 of28
PROCEDURES

b. For irregufarly shaped signs, the area shall be that of the smallest rectangle that will wholly contain the
sign.

8. No more than four signs per establishment will be permitted, exclusive of approved temperary or other
special service signs. In cases of joint occupancy, each business establishment shall be entitled to a maximum
of two permanent signs per building face.

8. Not more than three brand names or trademarks shall be used on any one permanent sign.

10. Signing for a new business or business establishment within a new commercial or industrial center shall
have an entire signing theme. The theme of such signing shall be approved as a sign theme by the city planning
commission.

11. A planned sign design may be approved for existing commercial or industrial, individual business, or
business centers subject to review by the director of community development or his/her designee.

12.  Every sign shall be maintained in a safe, presentable, and good structural material condition at all times,
including the replacement of defective parts, painting, repainting, cleaning, and other acts required for the
maintenance of said sign. If the sign is not made to comply with safety standards, the director of community
development or his/her designee shall require its removal in accordance with this chapter.

13. Inthe interest of preserving the public peace, safety, morals, and welfare, it will be required that all signs
and advertising structures be constructed or erected subject to the provisions of this chapter. All signs and
advertising structures constructed after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter which do not
comply with this chapter are hereby declared to be public nuisances and may be abated in the manner provided
by Chapter 11.56, Enforcemaent.

{Ord. 2353 § 7 (part), 7-10-18)

11.36.050 Prohibited signs.
The following signs and/cr sign structures are prohibited:

1. Signs which, by reason of thelr size, location, movement, content, colering, or manner of illumination, may
be confused with or consirued as a traffic control sign, or devics, or the light of an emergency or road equipment
vehicle, or which hide from view any traffic or street sign or signal or device.

2. Any signs and supporis other than those signs and supports required by governmental authority, or for
which an encroachment permit has been issued, which are located on the public right-of-way, including
sidewalks, public streets, alleys, and parkways. This section shall not apply to permanent signs on commergial
vehicles or commercial traflers lawfully operated or parked in such areas.
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3. Signs that glare, flash, change, reflect, blink or emit sound, odor, or visible matter which serves as a
distraction to persons, except as otherwise provided in this chapter. Reader boards will be permitted subject to
the issuance of a conditional use permit.

4. Signs advertising an activity, business, service or product no longer conducted or sold on the premises; and
which shall be remaved within sixty days after such use is discontinued. This provision shall be enforced
pursuant to this chapter. Structure to be removed within one year.

5. Signs that exceed the height of the building roofline or architecturally integrated parapet wall, except as
otherwise provided in this chapter.

6. Signs that display a message or a graphic representation that is lewd, indecent, or otherwise offensive to
public morals.

7. Business sign on or affixed to trucks, automobiles, trailers, or other vehicles, used for the purpose of
displaying such signs, while parked on public or private property except on property currently licensed for the
sale of new or used motor vehicles.

8. Portable, folding, A-frame, feather flag, teardrop, or similar type signs.
9. Signs pertaining to a business home occupancy are expressly prohibited.
10.  Signs using colors in the fluorescent “dayglow” color spectrum.

11.  Signs that are painted, attached, glued, pasted, or otherwise affixed to display windows, except as
authorized by Sections 11.36.070, New signs exempt from sign permit requirements, and 11.36.090, Signs
allowed by sign permit in commercial and manufacturing zones, whether advertising an activity, business,
product, or price.

12.  Temporary signs shall not be displayed on the exterior surface of a building or window except as provided
in this chapter.

13. Projecting signs, except as otherwise provided in this chapter.
14. Painted wall signs, except as otherwise provided in this chapter.

15. Off-Premises Advertising Signs. Signs used to advertise the availability or sale of goods, property or
services at locations other than the premises on which the sign is located are prohibited, except as allowed by
this chapter.

16.  Any sign not specifically authorized by this chapter is prohibited, unless authorized by specific approval of
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the director of community development or the city planning commission.
17. Rooftop signs.

18. Helium-Filled Balloons. No large balloons or strings of balloons filled with helium or other lighter-than-air
gas are permitted. Inflatable statuary signs, such as a hot air balloon, are strictly prohibited.

(Ord. 2353 § 7 (part), 7-10-18)

11.36.060 Signs in the public right-of-way.
Advertising displays are not permitted to be placed within the public right-of-way, except as follows:

1. Structures advertising the business conducted on the premises may overhang the right-of-way as indicated
in Section 11.36.090, Signs allowed by sign permit in commercial and manufacturing zones, if the structure is
permitted by an encroachment permit. Such displays must be structurally adequate and be attached to the
building or otherwise supported on private property.

The wording of “on-premises signs” erected under an encroachment permit must identify the owner or advertiser,
goods sold or manufactured on the premises, or the services rendered. Words or phrases similar to “Stop Here”
or “Turn Here” will not be permitted.

2. Applications for overhanging signs containing flashing, rotating or intermittent lights will not be permitted,
except as necessary to give public service information, i.e., time, date, temperature, etc. Permits will generally
not be granted for red, yellow, or green illuminated signs in areas where traffic signals are in operation. Permits
will not be granted for displays which interfere with, hide, or, because of their color background, make
differentiation of traffic signals or regulatory signs difficult.

3. Permanent overhead signs are not to be erected or suspended over any street right-of-way. Substantial
cloth, canvas banners, or other signs constructed of lightweight material announcing special nonprofit events
sponsored by public organizations and any event approved by the city council for a specific purpose, such as
“sidewalk"” sales, are permitted for short periods, not exceeding two weeks, immediately preceding the event.
Such banners will only be allowed within the community staging the event or at a location immediately adjacent
to where the event is held. Widespread advertising by this medium is strictly prohibited. Authorized banners
shall be removed within five working days after the event,

Authorized banners and decorations must be securely suspended from existing structures at least eighteen feet
clear above the roadway. Erection of special poles or supports for temporary banners will not be authorized.

Political banners, signs or placards are not allowed on highway right-of-way, and shall be summarily removed
upon discovery.
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Seasonal decorations, without advertising matter, require a temporary use permit. Christmas decorations may
be Installed at any time requested during the month of November or December and must be removed within a
reasonable time after Christmas.

(Ord. 2353 § 7 (part), 7-10-18)

11.36.070 New signs exempt from sign permit requirements.
The following signs may be placed in all zones of the city without a permit subject to the limitations provided or
any other applicable codes:

1. Name plates, addresses, identification signs or notices not exceeding two square fest in area.

2. Community Activity Signs. Signs affiliated with religious, charitable, cultural, civic, educational or other
nonprofit organizations. Said organizations must be exempt from the franchise tax board.

a.  Size. Shall not exceed twelve square feet in sign area.
b. Height. Shall not exceed six feet; on facade, shall not exceed the height of the permanent signage.
¢. Location. Shall net be less than three feet inside the property in residential zones.

d. Limitations. Shall be temporary (not exceeding thirty days) signs; shall be nonilluminated; shall be
dated with the date of the first day the sign is displayed; and shall be removed within two days following the
event.

3. Flags and Emblems. Signs which are flags or emblems of a political, civig, philanthropic, educational or
religious guasi-public use organization, which are to be maintained for a period of time greater than one monih,
may be allowed for any lot occupied by an organization as to which such flag or emblem is appurtenant.

a. Size. Collective sign area shall not exceed twelve square feet for any one lot.
b. Height. Not restricted.

c. Location. One sign for each strest frontage.

d. Limitations. Flags must be kept in good repair.

4. Government or Other Signs Required by Law. Signs placed by a governmental body or private individual or
business as required by federal, state, or city law.

a. Size. As required by law.
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b. Height. As required by law.
c. Location. As required by law.
d. Limitations. Shall be nonilluminated signs, unless required by law.

5. Palitical Signs. Signs associated with a candidate for elected office, political party or ballot measure, or
which make a political statement.

a. Size. Shall not exceed twelve square feet in sign area in residential zones and thirty-two square feet in
sign area in commercial and industrial zones.

b. Height. Shall not exceed six feet in a residential zone, or eight feet in commercial or industrial zone.
c. Location. Shall not be less than five feet inside the property line in residential zones.

d. Limitations. Shall be nonilluminated signs; shall have the consent of the property owner; political signs
shall be installed no earlier than ninety days before and shall be removed no later than five days after that
election.

6. Real Estate Signs for Property of Less than One Acre. Signs offering developed or undeveloped real
property of less than one acre for sale, lease or rent. For one acre or more see Section 11.36.080 (Signs allowed
by sign permit in all zones).

a. Size. Shall not exceed twelve square feet in sign area. In the event that the sign refers to a single-
family home, then the size of the sign shall not exceed six square feet in area.

b. Height. Shall not exceed six feet in residential zones, or eight feet in commercial and industrial zones.
c. Location. Shall not be less than five feet inside the property line in a residential zone.

d. Limitations. Shall be nonilluminated; only one such sign may be displayed on each street frontage of
the real property to which it refers.

7. Temporary Window Signs. Signs placed or displayed on a window or window frame, covering less than
twenty-five percent of the window area, announcing special sales, a change of management or similar
information, and designed to be viewed from adjacent streets, sidewalks, public rights-of-way, or parking lots
within a business center.

a. Size. Such window signs in the aggregate shall cover less than twenty-five percent of the window area.

b. Height. Bottom of sign must be placed a minimum of forty-two inches above the sidewalk.
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c. Location. In all commercial and industrial zones.

d. Limitations. Shall be dated with the date the sign is first displayed; and placed on the interior and be
temporary (not to exceed thirty days) signs which are to be removed two days following the event they
were intended for, and shall be nonilluminated signs. Total area of all window signs, both permanent and
temporary, shall not exceed one-half of the window area.

8. Memorial signs or plaques, installed by a recognized historical saciety, not to exceed four square feet in
area. In the event the sign is larger, the sign must conform to Section 11.36.090, Signs allowed by sign permit in
commercial and manufacturing zones, whichever is applicable.

{Ord. 2353 § 7 (part), 7-10-18)

11.36.080 Signs allowed by sign permit in all zones.
The following signs may be placed in all zones by permit only, subject to the limitations specified and any other
applicable codes:

1. Banners across the Public Right-of-Way. Temporary signs, usually of flexible material, suspended across a
public right-of-way, announcing civic, charitable religious or educational activities or other nonprofit organization
events which are taking place or will take place within the city. Size, height and location will be subject to the
approval of the city council with recommendations by the departments of community development and public
works.

Banner signs shall be temporary (not exceeding thirty days) signs, and shall be removed five days after the
event.

2. Construction Announcement Signs. Signs placed on real property upon which construction is to take place,
or is taking place, which contain information regarding the individuals and firms directly connected with the
construction project, including the name of the contractor, the subcontractors, the real estate licensee, and the
future tenant.

a. Size. Shall not exceed eighteen square feet in area on a parcel of land less than one acre. Not to
exceed twenty-five feet in sign area on a parcel of land of one acre or more. In the event that a sign does
not exceed twelve square feet in sign area, only one such sign may be displayed on each street frontage of
the real property to which it refers. A sign permit shall not be required.

b. Height. Shall not exceed eight feet on a parcel of land less than one acre; shall not exceed ten feet on
a parcel of land of one acre or more.

c. Location. Shall not be less than five feet inside the property line in residential zones.
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d. Limitations. Shall be nonilluminated signs; shall be removed within thirty days after issuance of a
certificate of occupancy by the city.

3. Institutional Signs. The standards below shall be applicable to signs identifying the premises of, or
announcing the activities conducted by, a church, school, hospital, rest home, or similar institutional facility in a
residential zone. In commercial and industrial zones, Section 11.36.090, Signs allowed by sign permit in
commercial and manufacturing zones, shall be applicable, depending on the type of sign.

a. Size. The aggregate size of all signs pursuant to this section shall not exceed twenty square feet in

sign area.
b. Height. Shall not exceed six feet if it is a ground sign.
c. Location. Shall not be less than five feet inside the property line.

d. Limitations. Only one such sign may be displayed for each street frontage, and ground signs shall be
erected inside a landscaped area or planter equal to the total area of the monument sign.

e. Church directory signs and monument identification signs, approved by the department for safety
standards. (Those existing prior to effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter shall be exempt.)

4. Real Estate Signs for Property of One Acre or Mare. Signs offering developed or undeveloped real property
of one acre or more for sale, lease, or refit.

a. Size. Shall not exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area. In the event that a sign does not exceed
twelve square feet in sign area, a permit shall not be required, and the provisions of Section 11.36.070(6),
Real Estate Signs for Property of Less than One Acre, shall be applicable.

b. Height. Shall not exceed eight feet.
¢. Location. Shall not be less than five feet inside the property line in residential zones.

d. Limitations. Shall be nonilluminated, and only one such sign may be displayed per street frontage of
the property to which it refers.

5. Convenience Signs. On-site signs which are necessary for public canvenience or safety but which are

nou

nonexempt; containing information such as “entrance,” “exit,” or directional arrows (but not business or product
identification); shall be designed to be viewed from on site, or from an area adjacent to the site, by pedestrians
or motorists; further, said individual signs shall not be larger than four square feet. The aggregate area of
convenience signs shall not exceed sixteen square feet for developments of one acre or less. Signage for

developments of more than one acre shall be subject to review. Signs meeting these criteria will be exempt from
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the maximum number of signs allowed.

6. Subdivision Directional Signs. Off-premises signs providing information on the location of a subdivision
whose lots, parcels, or units are being offered for sale, lease, or rent.

a. Size. Shall not exceed twelve square feet in sign area.
b. Height. Shall not exceed six feet.
c. Location. Shall not be less than five feet inside the property line in residential zones.

d. Limitations. Shall be nonilluminated signs; shall not be placed nearer than fifty feet from any residence
or other directional sign; no more than four such signs may be displayed. The permit for any such sign shalll
expire one year from the date of issuance. The permit for any such sign shall be approved only after
approval has been granted for a subdivision identification sign; no additional permit application fee or
bonding fee shall be required for subdivisional directional signs.

7. Subdivision ldentification Signs. On-premises signs advertising developed or undeveloped real property
which has been divided into five or more lots, parcels or units, for sale, lease, or rent. Signs advertising fewer
than five such lots shall be treated as real estate signs for property of less than one acre per Section 11.36.070,
New signs exempt from sign permit requirements, and 11.36.090, Signs allowed by sign permit in commercial
and manufacturing zones, or real estate signs for property of one acre or more per subsection (4) of this section,
depending upon the applicable acreage.

a. Size. Shall not exceed fifty square feet in sign area.
b. Height. Shall not exceed ten feet.
c. Location. Shall not be less than five feet inside the property line.

d. Other Restrictions. Shall be nonilluminated signs. Only one such sign may be displayed. The permit for
such sign shall expire one year from the date of the issuance. The permit for such a sign shall be subject to
the posting of a bond or one thousand dollars in cash in favor of the city to guarantee removal in an amount
necessary for dismantling of said sign as determined by the city engineer.

(Ord. 2353 § 7 (part), 7-10-18)

11.36.090 Signs allowed by sign permit in commercial and manufacturing zones.
The following signs require permit approval, subject to the limitations specified and any other applicable codes:

1. Temporary Signs. Banners, pennants, search lights, strings of exposed light bulbs, twirling signs, balloons
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or other gas-filled objects, and advertising statuary shall only be permitted for a period of ninety days with the
option for an additional ninety-day approval, subject to approval for grand opening or other special temporary
events as approved by the dirsctor of community development.

a. Temporary Signs at New and/or Used Vehicular Sales Businesses. Temporary signs, usually affixed to
the wall(s) and/or roof of buildings, light standards, vehicles and/or existing permitted permanent signs
including but not limited to banners, pennants, pole decorations, cold-air balloons, etc., may be approved up
to ninety days in duration. Approval shall be provided by the director of community development. An option
for a ninety-day extension may be approved by the director of community development.

b. A sign plan shall be submitted to the director of community development detailing the type, number,
location and duration of temporary signs.

c. Limitations. The display of temporary signs shall not exceed ninety days unless an extension, not to
exceed an additional ninety days, is approved by the director of community development.

2. Wall Sign. Any sign painted or attached parallel to the face of a building to identify or advertise a business,
service or product provided within the building.

a. Permitted Zones. All commercial and manufacturing.
i. Reserved.

ii. Attached, This means a sign painted on material ather than papet or cloth, and affixed to the
building shall be permittad in all commercial and manufacturing zones. Permit required. -

b. Size. Sign area shall not exceed two square feet of area per linear foot of street building frontage. No
sign shall exceed forty percent of the building face upon which it is placed. For business establishrents
that continuously maintain an entrance open to the public through its rear, said establishments shall also be
entitled to two square feet of sign area per one linear foot of the street building frontage to a maximum of
twenty percent of the rear building face for additional signage. For business establishments with a side wall,
the same standards shall apply. Areas shall not be exceeded unless otherwise approved as part of the
planned sign design by the city planning commission thraugh the site plan process as part of the sign
theme. '

c. Helght.

i. Commercial Zones. No wall sighs shall exceed the height of the building roofling or architecturally
integrated parapet wall, unless approved as part of the planned sign design by city planning
commission.
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ii. Manufacturing Zones. Height shall not exceed the height of the building roofline or architecturally
integrated parapet wall, unless approved as part of planned sign design by the city planning
commission through the site plan process as part of the sign theme.

d. Projections. A structural wall sign may only project eighteen inches from the building face. Signs
projecting more than eighteen inches shall conform to the provisions of subsection (5) of this section.

e. Limitations. All nonpainted wall signs shall be constructed of materials other than paper or cloth. Signs
may only be illuminated internally. In instances of multistory buildings, signs located above the ground floor
shall be subject to review by the director of community development.

f. Murals. Any painted wall sign that does not pertain to the business, product or service rendered on the
premises shall be considered a mural. Size, height, locations, and other restrictions shall be reviewed by
the planning commission.

3. Freestanding Monument or Ground Sign. Signs erected or supported by a planter or pedestal base,
detached from the building(s), to identify or advertise a business, service, or product provided within the
building(s). A minimum of one hundred fifty feet of street frontage shall be required for a ground sign, and a
building setback of at least ten feet from the street right-of-way.

a. Permitted Zones. Commercial and manufacturing, except as provided in Section 11.36.080(3), Signs
allowed by sign permit in all zones.

b. Size.
i. Commercial Zones. The sign area shall have a maximum of twenty-five square feet per side.

ii. Manufacturing Zones. Sign area shall not exceed an area of one square foot for each lineal foot of
frontage abutting a street, with a maximum allowance of one hundred fifty square feet.

iii. ~ Additional sign area may be approved for a commercial or industrial center, if approved as part of
the planned sign design by the city planning commission through the site plan process as part of the
sign theme.

c. Height.
i. Commercial Zones. Maximum sign height shall not exceed six feet above finished grade.
ii. Manufacturing Zones. Maximum sign height shall not exceed eight feet above finished grade.

iii. Additional sign height may be approved as part of a planned sign design by the city planning
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commission as part of the sign theme.
d. Location. Shall nct be located less than five feet inside the property line.

e. Limitations. If the sign is double-faced, each side will be computed as part of the maximum allowable
sign area. Ground signs shall be used for identification only and may give the name, address, and/or type
of business service, or product provided. All signs shall be erected inside a landscape area or planter equal
to the total area of the monument signs.

Freestanding menument or ground signs may only be directly or indirectly illuminated and only one such
sign per parcel is permitted.

f.  Church directory signs and monument identification signs approved by the building and safety division
for safety standards existing prior to the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter shall be
exempt.

4. Pole Sign. Sign erected or supported by a pole to identify or advertise a business, service or product
provided on the premises.

a. Permitted Zones. M-2 and M-3.

b.  Other Permitted Locations (Commercial Zone). Parcels abutting two or more streat intersections or
any parcel in a commercial zone with street frontage of not less than one hundred fifty feet.

¢. Size. Sign area shall not exceed one square foot of sign area per lineal foot of street frontage unless
otherwise appraved as part of the planned sign design by the ¢ity planning commission through the site
plan process as part of a sign theme.

d. Height.

i. The sign shall not exceed the height of the building roofline or architecturally integrated parapet
wall unless otherwise approved as part of the planned sign design by the city planning commission
through a site plan process as part of the sign.

ii. The maximum height of the sign shall not extend abeve the bullding roofline or architecturally
integrated parapet wall unless otherwise approved as part of the planned sign design by the city
commission through the site plan process as a part of the sign theme.

iii.  The minimum height of the sign area portion of the sign shall be at least eight feet above existing
grade.
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e. Location. No pole sign shall extend outside the property line. The pole sign supports shall be set back
from any property line by not less than five feet.

f.  Limitations.

i. Only one pole sign per parcel. The sign shall be designed as part of a planter box with an integral
part of the landscaped area equal to the total area of the sign.

ii. Sign may only be internally illuminated. A pole sign shall not be approved when an establishment
has an existing projecting sign.

iii. For establishments that exist closer than five hundred feet to a freeway, pole signs may be
permitted pursuant to Section 11.36.100; but not to exceed thirty-five feet in height nor one hundred
square feet in area. The sign shall be subject to the issuance of a conditional use permit.

5. Projecting or Icon Signs. Any sign projecting eighteen inches or more from the face of a building or
extending beyond a street property line.

a. Permitted Zones. All commercial and manufacturing.
b. Size. The maximum area allowed is sixteen inches high by twenty-four inches wide.

c. Height. Such signs shall be at least eight feet above the finished grade of the area over which the sign
is suspended and shall be placed no higher than the height of the building roofline or architecturally
integrated parapet wall.

d. Projection.

i. A sign projecting from zero to twelve inches from a building face must have a minimum clearance
of eight feet from the bottom of said sign to the finished grade of the right-of-way.

ii. A sign projecting over twelve to twenty-four inches from the building face must have a minimum
clearance of ten feet from the bottom of the sign to the finished grade of the right-of-way.

iii. A sign shall not project more than twenty-four inches.

6. Marquee (Awning and Canopy). All signs painted on or attached to an awning or canopy. Small hanging
signs that are directed towards pedestrian traffic.

a. Permitted Zones. All commercial and manufacturing zones.

b. Size. Signs attached to marquees, awnings, or canopies shall not exceed sixteen inches by two feet.
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¢. Height. Such signs shall be at least eight feet above the finished grade of the area in which the sign is
suspended.

d. Limitations. Only address, name or product of the business may be placed on the awning or canopy.

7. Permanent Window Sign. Any sign painted on or affixed to a window or designed to be viewed from the
outside of the building.

a. Permitted Zones. All commercial and manufacturing zones.

b. Size. Aggregate sign area shall not exceed twenty-five percent of the window area.

G. Height. Bottom of sign must be located a minimum of forty-two inches above the sidewalk.
d.  Any window covering that is not transparent would be classlfied as a sign.

8. Changeable Copy, or Bulletin Board, or Electric Signs. Signs or sections of the signs designed to be used
with removable graphics to allow changeable copy.

Signs shall be allowed for facilities used primarily for the presentation of theatrical, cultural, or sport events and
shall be computed as part of the total allowable sign area. Such signs shali be allowed for other commercial and
industrial uses as are deemed appropriate by the director of community development. Size, height, locations,
and other restrictions are applicable under the appropriate section, depending upon the type of sign used.

8. Time and Temperature. Signs that are designed as a public service shall not count as part of the total sign
area, provided none of the sign copy or background pertains to the business name, service, or product offered
on the premises. Such signs shall be allowed in the commercial and industrial zones. Size, height, location, and
other restrictions shall be reviewed by the director of community development for appropriateness and
proportionality of size to the surrounding buildings and uses. Signs that incorporate the business name, service,
or products offered on the premises shall comply with the applicable restrictions for the type of sign used.

10.  Petroleum Products Service Stations. The following types of signs may be permitted, subject to the
conditions listed and other applicable sections under the appropriate sections:

a.  Monument. One identification monument or ground sign not exceeding eight feet in height and an area
forty square feet (twenty feet per side) in area shall be permitted per business.

b.  Wall. Additional wall signs shall be permitted upon the face of building provided they do not exceed an
area of ten square feet per sign or an aggregate of forty square feet for all such signs.

¢. Accessory. Four small signs comprised of restroom signs, identification signs, credit card signs, tire
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signs, and/or price signs may be permitted, with the location determined by the director of community
development, provided said signs are established a minimum of eight square feet per face or an aggregate
area of twenty-four square feet.

d. Changeable Copy. One permanently affixed price sign or changeable copy sign (or combination

thereof}, not exceading an area of eighteen square feet, shall be allowed, provided said sign shall not be

less than two fest in height; pravided further, that only one ground sign be permitted near street

intersections as described in this sectlon. Said signs shall comply with all requirements set forth by the _
state of Galifornia, and be visible from ali puhlic access rights-of-way. <

8. Pole. Subject to the standards established in this section. Any legal petrolsum products station that
exists closer than five hundred feet to a freeway may be permitted a pole sign in excess of this section, but
not to exceed thirty-five feet subject to the issuance of a conditional use permit; provided said sign does
not exceed an area of one hundred square fest.

(Ord. 2353 § 7 (part), 7-10-18)

11.36.100 Off-premises sighs.
The following signs may be permitted subject te the limitations specified in this chapter and in Section 5412 of
the California Business and Professions Code:

A. Existing Off-Premises Signs. Off-premises signs lawfully in existence upon the effective date of the
ordinance codified in this section shalt not expand in any manner unless such expansion comglies with this
section. Any abatement procedurss for an off-premises sign qualifying as an existing off-premises sign shall
comply with Sections 5412, 5412.1, 5412.2, and 5412.3 of the California Business and Professions Code.

B. Off-premises surface street signs are not permitted to be used.

C. Off-Premises Freeway Signs. Off-premises freeway signs shall be parmitted in the C-M, M-2, and M-3
zones, subject to compliance with the following conditions:

1. Off-premises freeway signs shall be subject to review by the city’s department of community
development. Any sign encroaching into the public right-of-way shall also be subject to review and approval
by the city’s department of public works and, where appropriate, the Department of California State
Transportation (Caltrans}.

2. Off-premises freeway signs shall not be located nearer than three hundred feet to a like existing sign
as measured from the base of the support structure to the base of a like existing sign.

3. The maximum height of any off-premises freeway sign shall not exceed forty-two feet to the top of the
sign panel, as measured from the finished grade cf the adjacent freeway from which said sign is to be
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viewed, except as otherwise provided in this section.

4. The minimum clearance to the base line of a sign panel shall not be less than eight feet, as measured
from the finished grade of the adjacent street from which said sign is to be viewed, except as otherwise
provided in this section.

5. The maximum area of a sign panel shall not exceed six hundred seventy-two square feet of each face
of a double-faced sign, except as otherwise provided in this section.

6. Sign area extensions shall be permitted, subject to the following provisions:

a.  No sign area extension shall project more than five and one-half feet above the top of the sign
panel.

b.  No sign area extension shall project more than two feet from the sides or face of the sign panel.

¢. The combined total surface area of all sign area extensions shall not exceed two hundred square
feet.

7. No oif-premises freeway sign shall be constructed or placed so as to block or obstruct the public view
of other signs on adjacent properties.

8. No off-premises freeway sign shall be located on any commercial property of which fifty percent or
more is developed for residential uses.

9. No advertising display shall be placed or maintained on an off-premises freeway sign if said sign is not
in good repair.

10. Al utllities for off-premises freeway signs shall be placed underground.

11, Flashing or rotating lights and/or illuminated or moving parts may be permitted on off-premises i
freeway signs, subject to Section 5403 of the California Business and Professions Code.

12. Roof mounted off-premises freeway signs shall not be permitted.

13.  Liquor advertisements shall not be permitted on an off-premises freeway sign located within five
hundred feet of a school, church, or park.

(Ord. 2353 § 7 (part), 7-10-18)

11.36.110 New sign permit process.

1.

General Provisions.
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a. Before the installation of a sign requiring a permit pursuant to the terms of this chapter, a sign permit
application must be approved by the department of community development or city planning commissicn as
authorized, and a sign permit and tags Issued by the building and safety division.

b. Building permits and/or electrical permits shall also be obtained in accordance with the building and/or
electrical codes for structural signs.

¢. The department of community development shall review all sign pertnit applications and shall either
approve, approve with modifications, refer the matter to the planning commission or deny said permit
applications in accordance with the requirements of this chapter and any other applicable laws within
fourteen working days of recelving the application.

d. The department of community development shall maintain a record of all applications received and sign
permits issued.

e. Once the sign application is approved by the department of community development, or the city
planning commissicn, the applicant shall submit the application to the building and safety division for
approval. If said sign application is approved, the building and safety division shall issue a permit and tag.
A fee shall be collected in accordance with Chapter 9.10, Sign Code, except as otherwise provided in this
chapter.

f. Inthe event the application requires appraval of a planned sign design or sign theme, only one sign
permit shall be required.

g. The design of all signs shall be consistent with professional graphic standards.

h.  All work is required to be performed by a person with a state contractor's license and city business
license.

i. A sign permit shall become null and veid if the sign(s) for which the permit was issued has not been
installed within one year of permit issuance.

- Any sign permit granted may be revoked.

k. No signthat is illegal or prohibited according to the provisions of this chapter shall receive a sign
permit.

2. New Signs in Gonformance with This Section.

a. A sign permit application for each sign shall be submitted to the department of community development
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upon forms provided by the department, accompanied by two copies of a sign plan providing the following
information:

i. Location of property on which sign is to be located.

ii. Position of each (existing and new) sign and its relation to adjacent buildings, structures, and
other signs on the premises.

iii. The proposed height, size, shape, color, and design of each sign and supporting structure.
iv. The name and address of the applicant and the property owner.

v. Such other information as the department of community development and building and safsty
division may require to determine compliance with this chapier and all ordinances of the city.

vl. The endorsement of either the owner of the premises or an authorized representative of the
owner.

b. Existing signs may be reused by a new business at the same location, if approved by the department
of community development for the new business, if the sign{s) conforms to the sign regulations and would
nat be a nonconforming sign(s) subject to removal within a stated period of time.

¢.  li the application is in conformance with these provisions, the department of community development
shall approve the application and refer it to the building and safety division for review and issuance of a
sign permit and fag.

d.  All applicable fees will be paid to the building and safety division in accordance with Resolution No.
7668 (Schedule of Fees) adopted by the city council on July 14, 2015,

e. Appeals. Any decision rendered by the depariment of community development may be appealed to the
city planning commission per Section 11.50.040, Appeals.

i. Any decision rendered by the city planning commission may be appealed to the city council per
Section 11.50.040, Appeals.

3. New Signs Requiring Approval of a Sign Theme.

a. Sign Variances. When practical difficulties, unnecessary hardships, or results inconsistent with the
general intent and purpose of this chapter occur by reason of the maximum standards for new signs set
forth herein such as height, size, and locaticn of any sign, a sign variance may be granted in the manner
hereinafter set forth. In accordance with California Government Code Section 65906 and Chapter 11.53,
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Variance, no variance shall be granted for any sign prohibited by the provisions of this chapter.

f. Before any sign variance is granted, the applicant shall show the existence, to the satisfaction of
the body of such matter, that there are special circumstances applicable to the signing or the sign
program of the property involved, such as size, shape, topography, lecation, or surroundings such that
the strict application of this chapter deprives such property of privileges enjoyed by signs or sign
programs on other property in the vicinity and under identical zoning classification.

iil. Applications for a variance shalt be filed (exclusive of the fees that may be reguired for the sign
permit) according to Resolution Ne. 7668 {Schedule of Fees).

iii.  The director of community development shall review and make recommendations an the
application prior to review by the city planning commission.

iv. Inreviewing the request for a variance, the ity planning commission may consider, but is not
restricted to, the following general criteria:

1. Are the signs in proportion to the building they serve, i.e., do the height and size of the sign
refate to the height and size of the building or are the two incompatible?

2. The location of the sign on the premises. Is the location of the sign proper, i.e., does a sign or
signs on surrounding parcels block the view of this sign; does a building or structure interfere with
the viewing of this sign; do utility pales or lighting poles bleck the sign; and does the location of
the sign interfere or confuse the readability of traffic control devices {signals)?

3. Supportive units to signs shall present an uncluttered appearance.

b. Administrative Plan. For a development subject to the administrative review and design review
process, a proposed sign theme shall be included as part of the required administrative plan and design
review applications. The sign theme shall provide the information indicated in this section for sign plans.

i. Application fees for the sign theme shall be included as part of the total site plan fee, exclusive of
fees associated with the sign permit and tag.

li. The director of community develcpment shall review and make recommendations on the site plan
application pertaining to signage only.

fil. Inreviewing the proposed sign theme, the city planning commission may consider, but is not
restricted to, the following criteria:

1. Are the signs in proportion to the building they serve, i.e., do the height and size of the sign
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relate to the height and size of the building or are the two incompatible?

2. The location of the sign on the premises. Is the location of the sign proper, i.e., does a sign or
signs on surrounding parcels block the view of this sign; does a building or structure interfere with
the viewing of this sign; do utility poles or lighting poles block the sign; does the location of the
sign interfere or confuse the readability of traffic control devices (signals)?

3. Supportive units to signs shall present an uncluttered appearance.

4. Any decision rendered by the city planning commission may be appealed to the city council.
Such appeal must be submitted in writing to the city clerk no later than ten calendar days after the
decision was rendered. The city clerk shall set the matter for hearing, as prescribed by Section
11.50.040, Appeals, by the city council on the earliest convenient date and notify the appellant in
writing of said date.

5. The applicant or his authorized representative should appear in person at the city council
hearing. If no such appearance is made by the appellant or his authorized representative, and no
continuance of said hearing has been requested, the appeal may be denied.

4. For existing, nonconforming signs requesting approval under a planned sign design refer to Section
11.36.120.

(Ord. 2353 § 7 (part), 7-10-18)

11.36.120 Nonconforming signs.

1. Nonconforming Signs. Any sign constructed or erected prior to the effective date of the ordinance codified in
this chapter, which was lawful at the time of enactment of this chapter, shall either be removed or brought into
conformity with the provisions of this chapter within the period of time prescribed in this section. All signs
brought into conformity must obtain a sign permit and tag.

2. Allillegal signs shall be removed or made to conform to this chapter within thirty days, unless otherwise
provided for in this section.

3. These following restrictions shall be applicable to all existing signs unless otherwise approved by the
planning commission through the planned sign design review process herein described. A nonconforming sign
may not be:

a. Changed or altered to another nonconforming sign, except that a change or alteration of the sign copy
of one nonconforming pole sign shall not be deemed to be the change or alteration to another
nonconforming sign and such a change or alteration of the sign copy of a nonconforming pole sign shall not
be deemed to permit or constitute an extension of an amortization period for the sign, if same shall
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otherwise exist;

b. Structurally altered so as to extend their useful life;

o

Expanded;
d. Reestablished after discontinuance for sixty days or more; or

e. Repaired or reconstructed if damaged when the repair or reconstruction exceeds fifty percent of the

reasonable replacement value of the existing sign or support structure unless they shall be made to
conform to the requirements of this section. A legal noncenforming sign may be repaired or reconstructed if '
damaged when the repair is less than fifty percent of the reasonable replacement value of the existing sign :
or support structure.

Any changes to any sign or sign structure in terms of location, size or height, or the sale of a business which
necessitate a change of copy will require that the sign be brought into immediate conformance with the
provisions of sign ordinance to reflect a new desired message of one preexisting, nonconforming pole sign for
each legally identifiable parcel shall not be deemed to require that the sign be brought into immediate
conformance with the provisions of these regulations.

(Ord. 2353 § 7 (part), 7-10-18)

11.36.130 Severability.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this chapter Is for any reason held invalid or
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and
independent provision and such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof. The city
council hereby declares that it would have passed this chapter and each section, subsection, sentence, clause
and phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or
phrases hereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

(Ord. 2353 § 7 (part}, 7-10-18)

11,36.140 Penalty.
Any person who causes, permits, allows, maintains, or suffers a violation of any provision of this chapter, or who
fails to comply with any requirements of this chapter, is guilty of a misdemeanor offense.

(Ord. 2353 § 7 (part), 7-10-18)
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Item No. 3

In order to conduct further research regarding parking standards, Planmng Staff will continue this item to the
July 5, 2022 Planning Commission meeting.



