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Recap 



What is an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)? 

City of South Gate

An attached or detached residential 
dwelling unit that provides complete 
independent living facilities for one or 
more persons and is located on a lot 
with a proposed or existing primary 
residence on a fixed, permanent 
foundation.  

All ADUs shall be constructed with independent 
access separate from the main residence entrance. 
All ADUs shall have a living/sleeping area, a full 
kitchen; washer/dryer in-unit or access to a shared 
laundry room area; and a bathroom that includes a 
shower and/or bathtub. 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What kinds of ADUs are there? 

City of South Gate

There are four (4) types of ADUs - detached 
and attached ADUs, conversions, and JADUs. 
There are different ways to have an ADU on 
your property. ADUs can be achieved through 
new construction or a conversion of an existing 
garage, accessory structure, or portion of a 
dwelling unit. ADUs can be attached to or 
detached (free standing) from an existing single 
family or multi-family home.  

When a portion of the existing single-family or multi-family 
home or an existing accessory structure is converted into 
an ADU, it is exempt from meeting certain development 
standards such as setbacks. 

Detached  Attached 

JADU  Conversion 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Workshop #2  
Recap 



City of South Gate

ADU Programs 

As part of the City’s new ADU programs, 
homeowners will have the option of 
selecting an ADU plans that have 
pre-designed elements, saving 
homeowners money and time. The two 
plan sets that the City is directly supporting 
homeowners with are:  

● (1) Permit-Ready ADU Plan for a new 
construction ADU prototype; and  

● (3) Garage Conversion Standard 
Plans that streamline the design 
process for garage conversion ADUs. 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City of South Gate

Permit-Ready ADU Prototype 

Prototype Info 

● 499 SQ FT  
● 1-bed, 1-bath, kitchen, living, 

washer/dryer, porch space 

Permit Ready ADU Prototype 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City of South Gate

When homeowners opt to use a Permit-ADU Plan… 

They receive several benefits, 
including:  

● Eliminating the need to hire an 
architect or drafter to fully design 
their ADU;  

● Reduced permitting fees; and  
● Accelerated permitting process for 

their ADU.  

 

They still need to: 

● Complete site-specific plan elements, 
including:  
○ a site plan and 
○ a material sheet. 

● Determine their preferences for 
handling utility connections (water, 
sewer, gas) 
○ If meters are shared between the 

primary unit and the ADU, 
additional schematic drawings 
may be required. 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City of South Gate

Garage Standard Plan Option A 

● Single Stall Garage + Addition ≈ 408 SQ FT 
● Studio, 1-bath, kitchen, living, washer/dryer,                           

and porch space 

living  kitchen 

bath 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Option A Plan Option A 3D 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City of South Gate

Garage Standard Plan Option B 

● 2 Car Garage ≈ 438 SQ FT 
● Studio, 1-bath, kitchen, living, washer/dryer, 

and porch space (optional) 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City of South Gate

Garage Standard Plan Option C 

● 2 Car Garage + Addition ≈ 612 SQ FT 
● 1-bed, 1-bath, kitchen, living, washer/dryer, 

and porch space 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City of South Gate

When homeowners opt to use a Garage Standard Plan… 

They receive several benefits, 
including:  

● Reduced design fees; and 
● An expedited design process and 

timeline. 

They still need to: 

● Complete the Garage Conversion Plan 
Set by hiring an architect or drafter; and  

● Undergo the full permitting process 
and timeline. 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Garage 
Conversion 
Process 



City of South Gate

Community Engagement 

We are in the process of comprehensive engagement 
that educates, promotes, guides, and facilitates 
technical assistance of ADU development to home 
owners: 

● Informing residents about the program through 
community meetings, website publications, and 
social media posts; 

● Providing program materials such as program 
explainers and step-by-step guides for residents to 
learn about the program; and 

● Preparing interested residents for permit 
applications with plan sets, checklists, and 
instructions.  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City of South Gate

Community Engagement Outcomes 

Homeowners will get information to determine a 
recommended path for ADU development:  

● Use traditional planning process for new ADU, 

● Use the permit-ready plan for new ADU build, or 

● Use a garage conversion standard plan.  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Garage Conversion Standard Plans 

City of South Gate

Garage Conversion Standard Plans 
support homeowners interested in 
converting existing detached garages into 
ADUs. These pre-designed standard plans 
streamline the design process for garage 
conversion ADUs. Although they still need 
approval through the normal permitting 
process, these plans save homeowners 
both the time and fees associated with 
the design process. 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City of South Gate

One-On-One Planned Support Program 

A small number of residents with the ability to convert 
their garage into an ADU will receive one-on-one 
technical assistance and support for using a Garage 
Conversion Standard Plan to take the project to 
permitting. 

The (3) Garage Conversion Standard Plans developed for 
this program represent the most common garage size 
and typologies found in the City of South Gate: 

● Option A - 1 Car Garage + 200 SQ FT 
● Option B - 2 Car Garage  
● Option C - 2 Car Garage + 200 SQ FT 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Garage Conversion Standard Plan Examples 

City of South GateUnderstanding the Garage Conversion Process Workshop 

Single Stall Garage + Addition  
≈ 408 SQ FT 

2 Car Garage  
≈ 438 SQ FT 

2 Car Garage + Addition  
≈ 612 SQ FT 

Option A  Option B  Option C 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Garage Conversion ADU Technical Assistance

Technical Assistance will include support with: 

● Site feasibility 
● Estimate cost and needed support  
● Design an adaptation of selected Garage 

Conversion ADU Standard Plan 
● Structural Drawings 
● Submit plan to Plan Check 
● Cover Plan Check fees 
● Address Plan Check corrections to submit Plans to 

Permitting 

Technical Assistance will not include:  

● Contractor 
● Money for construction 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Difference in  
Process with ADU Program
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Next Steps for Participating

The next step for homeowners interested 
in technical assistance is to complete the 
intake form to see if they qualify. The 
form is: 

● Online  
● English & Spanish  
● 22 Questions 
● Some questions are optional 

To participate in the pilot technical 
assistance the form is due by July 17. 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Intake Form Questions

Part 1: Homeowner Information 

● First and Last Name

● Address

● Email address

● Phone number 

● Are you a South Gate resident? 

● Are you a homeowner in the City of 
South Gate? 
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Intake Form Questions

Part 2: Site Information 

● How many units are on the property?

● How many existing square feet of residential?

● Lot size in square feet? 

● Open space in the rear yard? 

● Do you have an existing garage?

● Size of the garage in square feet?

● Are you interested in the Permit-Ready New 
Construction ADU Program or the Garage 
Conversion Standard Plan Program?  

● What is the desired size of a potential ADU in 
square feet?

● Are you interested in Option A, B, C, other? 

● Are all structures permitted? 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Intake Form Questions

Part 3: Plans for ADU 

● Would you be interested in renting to a Section 
8 tenant? 

● What are your intended plans for the ADU? 

● Are you prepared to begin construction in the 
next 12 months?

● Do you have the financial resources and a 
builder ready to move forward with 
construction?

● This project is for conversions of unoccupied 
garages into ADUs. Are you interested in the 
legalization process for an unpermitted unit?

● Add any other comments or information that 
explains your ADU situation. 



City of South GateUnderstanding the Garage Conversion Process Workshop 

Intake Form



Upcoming 
Workshop 



City of South Gate

Workshop #4 
JULY 10  

6 -7:30pm  
Banquet Room at South Gate Park 

 

Final Workshop!  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Questions? 
Contact us & fill out the intake 

form if interested! 


