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1. What is an Accessory Dwelling 
Unit (ADU)? 

2. Introducing ADU Programs 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4. Q & A 



What is an Accessory 
Dwelling Unit (ADU)? 

 



What is an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)? 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An attached or detached residential 
dwelling unit that provides complete 
independent living facilities for one or 
more persons and is located on a lot 
with a proposed or existing primary 
residence on a fixed, permanent 
foundation.  

All ADUs shall be constructed with independent 
access separate from the main residence entrance. 
All ADUs shall have a living/sleeping area, a full 
kitchen; washer/dryer in-unit or access to a shared 
laundry room area; and a bathroom that includes a 
shower and/or bathtub. 



What kind of ADUs are there? 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There are four (4) types of ADUs - detached 
and attached ADUs, conversion and a JADU. 
There are different ways to have an ADU on 
your property. ADUs can be achieved through 
new construction or a conversion of an existing 
garage, accessory structure, or portion of a 
dwelling unit. ADUs can be attached to or 
detached (free standing) from an existing single 
family or multi-family home.  

When a portion of the existing single-family or multi-family 
home or an existing accessory structure is converted into 
an ADU, it is exempt from meeting certain development 
standards such as setbacks. 

Detached  Attached 

JADU  Conversion 



What is a Junior Accessory 
Dwelling Unit (JADU)? 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JADUs are similar to ADUs, but are even 
smaller living units and can only be 
created within the existing or a proposed 
main dwelling.  

A JADU cannot exceed a total of 500 square feet. The 
JADU must have a living/sleeping area, and at least an 
efficiency kitchen. A bathroom is not required, however 
if a bathroom is not provided, the JADU shall have a 
direct access into the existing main dwelling unit. All 
single-family residential lots can have one (1) JADU if 
there is only one (1) detached ADU or no ADU. 

JADU 



How to apply for an ADU/JADU? 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An ADU/JADU and a Garage 
Conversion requires a Building 
Permit which applicants will 
obtain by submitting for Plan 
Check.  

Plan Check begins with the Planning Division. 
After Planning approves your plans, the 
Building Division reviews construction plans. 
Upon receiving any other necessary 
departmental or agency approvals, the 
applicant will then be issued a Building 
Permit. 

 



Estimated ADU Costs 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New Construction ADUs  

● For example, A New Construction ADU of 499 SQ FT could cost: 
○ Approximately $20,000 - $30,000 to design and permit, and  
○ Between $199,600 - $249,500 to construct 

Approximate TOTAL: $219,600 - $279,500 

Garage Conversion ADUs  

● For example, A Garage Conversion ADU of 499 SQ FT could cost:  
○ Approximately $20,000 - $30,000 to design and permit, and  
○ Between $149,700 - $199,600 to construct 

Approximate TOTAL: $169,700 - $229,600 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Introducing 
ADU  
Programs 



ADU Programs 

City of South Gate

The City of South Gate ADU, Office Of: Office, and 
RNLA is developing a series of materials and 
programs to make ADUs an attractive and 
accessible alternative for housing development, 
including: 

● A range of ADU plans to expedite the 
production of ADUs; 

● Custom construction plans with 
technical assistance for property owners 
(either using the ADU plans or who are 
interested in garage conversions); and  

● Engagement strategy to inform the 
public on the programs and ADUs. 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Diagram of South Gate Property & Regulatory Conditions 



ADU Programs 

As part of the City’s ADU offer, homeowners will 
have the option of selecting an ADU plan that 
has pre-designed elements, saving potential 
builders money and time. The two plan sets that 
the City is directly supporting homeowners with 
are:  

● (1) Permit-Ready ADU Plan for a new 
construction ADU prototype;  

● (3) Garage Conversion Standard Plans 
that streamline the design process for 
garage conversion ADUs. 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Permit-Ready ADU Plan Sets 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The Permit-Ready ADU Plan Set supports 
homeowners interested in building a new 
construction ADU in their backyards. This 
pre-designed ADU prototype has gone 
through the majority of the permitting 
process, saving homeowners the time and 
fees associated with the design and 
permitting process. 

The Permit-Ready ADU prototype developed 
for this program is a 1-story, 1-bed, 1-bath 
unit. At 499 square feet, this unit was 
designed to fit typical South Gate Lots.  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Permit-Ready 
ADUs
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Garage Conversion Standard Plans 

City of South GateADU Programs 

Garage Conversion Standard Plans 
support homeowners interested in 
converting existing detached garages into 
ADUs. These pre-designed standard plans 
streamline the design process for garage 
conversion ADUs. Although they still need 
approval through the normal permitting 
process, these plans save homeowners 
both the time and fees associated with 
the design process. 

The (3) Garage Conversion Standard Plans 
developed for this program represent the 
most common garage size and typologies 
found in the City of South Gate. 



City of South Gate

Garage 
Conversion  
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Estimated ADU Costs 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New Construction ADUs,  

● For example, A New Construction ADU of 499 SQ FT could cost: 
○ Approximately $5,000 - $8,000 to design and permit, and  
○ Between $199,600 - $249,500 to construct 

Approximate TOTAL: $204,600 - $257,500 

Garage Conversion ADUs  

● For example, A Garage Conversion ADU of 499 SQ FT could cost:  
○ Approximately $10,000 - $15,000 to design and permit, and  
○ Between $149,700 - $199,600 to construct 

Approximate TOTAL: $159,700 - $214,600 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Community 
Engagement 

Before 

After 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Workshops & Community Meetings 

The goal of community engagement is to develop a 
comprehensive engagement that educates, promotes, 
guides, and facilitates technical assistance of ADU 
development to home owners. We aim to: 

● Inform residents about the program through 
community meetings, website publications, and 
social media posts; 

● Provide program materials such as program 
explainers and step-by-step guides for residents to 
learn about the program; and 

● Prepare interested residents for permit applications 
with plan sets, checklists, and instructions.  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One-On-One Planned Support Program 

Interested homeowners will complete an intake 
form at engagement events with their property 
information on site to get feasibility assessment, get 
recommended path:  

● Use traditional planning process for new ADU, 

● Use the permit-ready plan for new ADU build, or 

● Use a garage conversion standard plan.  

A  number of residents with the ability to convert their 
garage into an ADU will receive one-on-one technical 
assistance and support for using a garage conversion 
standard plan to take the project to permitting. 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Upcoming Workshops 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Workshop #2 
June 12  

6-7:30pm  
Banquet Room at South Gate Park 

 
Workshop #3 

June 26 
6-7:30pm  

Banquet Room at South Gate Park 
 

Workshop #4 
TBD 



Questions? 
Contact us & register! 


