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City Manager:

CITYWIDE PARKING STUDY, CITY PROJECT NO. 590-RPT

PURPOSE: This item was continued from the regularly scheduled City Council Meetin
g of June 9,
2020. The City Council commissioned the Citywide Parking Study in order to develo
p strategies to
enhance on-street parking citywide. The study is complete and ready for approval.
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Reschedule consideration to approve the Citywide On-Str
eet Parking
Management Plan and the Priority Tool Kit to an in-person City Council Meeting after
the COVID- 19
pandemic.
FISCAL IMPACT: There is no impact to the General Fund. Implementation of the
Citywide OnStreet Parking Management Plan’s recommendation will require staffing and fundin
g resources. At a
future time, the City Council will be requested to program funds to implement recomm
ended parking
solutions.
ALIGNMENT WITH COUNCIL GOALS: The Citywide Parking Study is in the
City Council’s
Fiscal Year 2019/20 Work Program to “Continue Creating and Protecting Strong and
Sustainable
Neighborhoods.”
ANALYSIS: On-street parking issues on residential streets have been prevalent citywi
de for many
years. The common issue is that it is difficult to find parking on residential streets, particu
larly in the
evening hours and on weekends. Demand for parking exceeds parking availability in
many of the
City’s residential neighborhoods. According to input received from residents throug
h surveys
conducted, the range of issues that contribute to the parking problems are wide-ranging
.
Over the years, the City has implemented solutions to address parking issues as opport
unities have
risen. The solutions implemented thus far include, but are not limited to the following
two examples.
The City Council reduced street sweeping parking restrictions from eight hours
to four hours in
residential streets citywide. The City Council also acquired parking lots throughout the
City in order to
provide more public parking.
The Citywide On-Street Parking Management Plan changes the approach to implem
enting solutions.
Rather than address issues as they arise, the study proposes a planned set of multi-f
aceted strategies
that can be implemented in the short-, mid- and long-term. Eight guiding principles
and 181 parking
solutions were developed.
In light of the many issues and solutions, a Priority Tool Kit was developed. It prioriti
zes parking
solutions across the eight guiding principles that can impact a wide range of issues in the
community.
The goal was to be efficient yet effective. For example, a permit district is propos
ed as an area-wide
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solution that could address a wide variety of issues such as parking impacts from businesses,
schools
and residents owning several cars. The guiding principles are listed on the following page.
1. Organize an internal Parking Task Force.
2. Direct the Public Works Department to implement as-needed parking strategies on
public
streets.
3. Direct the Police Department to address operational issues related to on-street parkin
g with
more parking enforcement.
4. Direct Code Enforcement Officers to focus on addressing private property issues impact
ing onstreet parking.
5. Provide private property owners with opportunity and strategies to better utilize
off-street
parking space.
6. Implement public parking strategies.
7. implement a community educational campaign.
8. Direct Community Development Department staff to create planning initiatives to enhanc
e onstreet parking conditions.
BACKGROUND: The City has been experiencing on-street parking issues that are
wide-ranging
and of concern to the community. According to the Citywide On-Street Parking Management
Plan, the
root cause of the parking issues is complex and also wide-ranging. From a broad perspe
ctive, the
following are some examples of root causes impacting on-street parking: population density,
cost of
living, high vehicle ownership rates, household and vehicle density, property density,
lack of
expansive Alternative Modes of Transportation, residents not using their own driveways,
lack of
available off-street parking for apartment tenants, vehicles stored on street for sale or service,
and lack
of usage of public parking lots.
The following summarizes some of the findings of the study:
• Vehicle Ownership: It is estimated that residents own over 50,000 vehicles yet there is
only
31,307 parking spaces on the street.
• Demand for On-street Parking: Demand for on-street parking is high citywide.
Some
neighborhoods experience a parking demand of 92 percent of the parking capacity, on evenin
gs
and on weekends.
• Street Sweeping Parking Restrictions: On street sweeping day, the impact on parkin
g is
approximately twofold as residents can only park on one side of the street.
• Operational Issues: There are visible parking issues citywide such as double parking,
parking
adjacent to red curb, parked cars that partially block driveways, parking in front of
fire
hydrants, and parking near intersections. Residents would like to see a higher level of parkin
g
enforcement.
• Lack of or Underutilized Alternative Modes of Transportation: There are existing few
viable
alternative modes of transportation Citywide. For example, bike facilities are not robust, and
the City is not currently served by light rail.
• Inefficient Use of Available Parking: Driveways are used inefficiently, as is parking
on
residential streets. For example, residents park one car across two parking spaces. A
large
number of residents were observed to be occupying curbside parking space when there
was
sufficient storage available in residents’ own driveways.
• Land use Issues: There are issues that impact parking during “surge” times of the
day. For
example, parents of student’s temporarily park or double-park on streets during school pick-up
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and drop-off hours. Automotive sales/repairs shops store vehicles on the street rather than
on
their property, during normal business hours.
• Converted Garages: When a garage is converted, demand for on-street parking typical
ly
increases, particularly when a second household moves in. The average household in South
Gate owns 2.3 vehicles.
• Roadway Design Constraints: There are opportunities to increase parking capacity on
some
City streets. For example, it is currently prohibited to park within 15 feet of a fire hydran
t.
That distance can be reduced by ordinance or resolution according to the vehicle code.
• Narrow Driveways: Residential lots are not large, and that leads to narrow driveways.
Narrow
driveways are known for discouraging parking on the driveway. Some residents have widene
d
their driveways into the landscape setbacks.
The Citywide On-Street Parking Management Plan proposes a suite of planned solutions. The primar
y
task is the creation of a Parking Task Force composed of an advisory group from representative
s from
various City Departments. This task force will serve to inform the City Council and
offer
recommendations to identify and address short-term parking solutions that can be implem
ented
annually.
Civic engagement was a high priority. Staff held five community meetings, a business and school
outreach meeting, an on-line survey, and two pop-up city events. Over 400 residents participated in
the
meetings. Over 760 residents participated on the on-line survey. Residents were given an opport
unity
to share their issues, as well as what they believe are the solutions. The City received over
1,200
comments. After reviewing all comments from the community, it is evident that there is no consen
sus
on what the issue is or what the solution should be regarding the lack of parking within the
City.
Therefore, the solution for the problem is not the same for each resident. For example, some residen
ts
state that there is not enough parking on a street (issue) and that the City should add more spaces
(solution). A resident with an opposing view would argue the solution would exacerbate the proble
m,
because it would allow for more vehicles to park on the street. Another example, a resident indicat
ed
that neighbors have too many cars and that permits should be issued to limit how many can park on the
street. A resident with an opposing view would argue that parking should be available to all
the
residents in their home of driving age, as they provide financial support needed to sustain the
household.
The study used the latest in technology to inventory parking conditions. The City now has all parkin
g
controls citywide, documented on a GIS system. This puts the City one step closer to being
in a
“shovel-ready state” to implement projects.
Attachment “A” includes a Priority Tool Kit with eight guiding principles and 32 recommended
strategies.
Attachment “B” includes the Executive Summary of the Citywide On-Street Parking Manag
ement
Plan. The Citywide On-Street Parking Management Plan is available at the City Clerk’s office
for
review.
ATTACHMENTS: A.
B.
JL:lc

Priority Tool Kit
Citywide On-Street Parking Management Plan: Executive Summary

ST

ST

ST

MT

2.02

2.03

204

r2.0SI
2,06

P,rkrng Study

-

-

LT

MT

MT

4 02

4.03

4.04

MT

ST

MT

MT

5 02

6,01

6.02

603

ng parking conditions

Denelgpe strategies to enable
resident.

foage,’:

to locate and park os publlo parking ott sod

Tu7TiDt1T5
-as-a l I1l1fThT-Tzsuk

Oeueivpe programs thateocovagn end/os enable sesadecrsrc ,,i,iisrt”e
-c

parke

ST
CT

MT

MT

SOD
002

0.04

8.06

parking

it.

-.

irsodifyingordleance to allow onenrlgttt parking, wayhndirg tignage, etc,I,

L

oem deoelopment to sees
ale peoentrian and bicycle paths tomandt

schools, nflopping

to

eecou rage w,lkabsiity.

6/3/2020

centers‘and other destinatioos

-

vmT3:k1IZff64Tr’TTr’fl
prig
‘as as
eama It
TilISTtitie
PTii11iTitI.yI- 1-10114
TP-eTh 1ffi01, 7a’$TPl1fia1afr
Eeeeurage apartment ownern ted muiti-fomlip building managers to prod do tenants with uecure bike facIlities.
Supccrt Light’RO:l cco-oopid Translil protest. and rncnncr,t access to huh trail stat, ens
Levourage batinesses to eaplnro featikisdy of ride-sharing programs on parking incentive progcarrsr, took as Cglifoenia’s Parking
Cash-Out” Law (An 209) for employers Who oorrentip proosdo free parking.
Work wit, Iocai schools 55 deseloc ne,gcbor0000 ‘ed-c “tanayemrnt p15ev t,nr,rci oifl,co ,‘cn’oc’orr pa’k’cg ‘-‘.isigation
stra’nose’, n faculty, csaff and sisdentn w5 nu’’e”tis pa’,on ad:acer’. ‘cci Oe’rtsai streets
It-— potanga’ ——ad, clab”’5- ard haney’ of ‘Out tf”a”gh’ podassr”ro pairs ‘—“nie—n raee5iai n’dg”rh-”’ and svnro’—raiai ar__it_p
cois-g— ...ai5ig a uita°.
aftra’-’p”r”°e—.
snou-’e oese’vcment prulects rc “p-enter: ano/orsontnibste town-u T’a,-sc’s’rat,cc )e”itno Macoge”ro”r now mr-osesnents.
-

t’rovioeeoocationat inrormaton to retiaeon on woes toey can an to enstance parting c000isione on revioeotial street.,

Orucioc online residential parking resources acit ,nrormar, o tact scents

ST

ghtpklg

—

facIgtlen, ledusine nfaiioutingoaereighst

necking

eoanidpai

,o”

—

Consider implementing pilot programs to simm improcomeeto on retideetlai properties that could lead
to lecrensing parking capacitywithie the property, tuch as, allowing the widening of eoistlng drioewayo
to proolde parking loran additional

hat

usils rtci
Where postibie, require protect sponsors seeking to canoerf garages to residential dwellings
to provide adequate parking on pnoate property, inamaneer that complies with State law.
As vrsa the n’cact of adding Code Enforcement pes0000el to enforce c’ts onainaocrs t
nadrcronansi

idertifp anti aaaso, entoro.m.nt of City Ordlnanceet has regular. bases that regatfakin impact oarklng
and trattiofouas (e.g t000atted gaeaaat, illegal business., in ratidartlal eaighborhotdt, atc), for euffiolanty
in rwtluitg patktnj issues,
tntorce eoirring ardi nanoes and des, gn reou,renr ccii to mitigate issues dronouragsg usage of private sorisewoyc
log sight Ossrs’-ce, vegetation, block

1 02

-°L,

-

streets
Consider Ilcanse Pf,ne oeoognistnn (PPO(sonlrnoiogi to digitally otsalls oehmoles perlsed 00gm than 72
hoses, or otherwise identIfy and fog Improperly parked nehicles In destgeated Ne Parking” locations
soch solo PPDO.

Esal ussr or ydsanced Packing Synrt-n iAPSi to facilitate wart to hod parking availability at City-owned parking lots
Dlptptfhdpkiggreretsmgtpltprnpetywthtwldlcodtwg

‘

-

Aouott parking enforcement agtlslti

—--

modes of travel.

eo in areas with tho highest en-ttreet parking demands, for suffioienoy in addressing parhiog Issues.
Publicize new parking instisnir net and provid, a 30-day grace siersod for enforcement
Assess staffing capacityofthe parking enfonceneent program en deteenrine itadditlonal potbleg enlorcernetrt
officers could Improve on-street parkIng 000dihons.

Pu’svr girt opport,i”ties to mgi ement capital proiects ‘0’ aisaeraO-ve modes
on trant000at on tush asc-n ‘n-sr cc, as -‘irons in encourage 000-n,vtci,teo

Guiding Principle Area #7: Implement a Commupitv Educational Campaign

ST

5.01

I1!lIi

ST

MT

4.01

iI!mJ
1
lffli_iz1I21

MT

304

3.05

ST

MT

-

302

ST

3,03

3.01

iiiiii

T

..,

To enhance parking, access corking restrictions, such Coat ,nretsecti ens and adjacent to fine
hydrants, and me ko recommendations that nould lead to increasing Or-street parkrng capacity h owesor
ioamtnner that meets safety siandardt
Assent traffic tignage prohibitIng the parking of commerolal and ooerstaed oehldes on residentIal tt,,ets,
for adequany in retolsong parking Issues,
implement psiot progra—rs ii advance 01 ,mpiemecf,ng parsing cc 5: sos that could be ,“rodcr’j tIle oommunit’f,
to
such asa’e a tide Preferential Parking Districts and marking of on’nt’rrt parking stalls
Prioritize t he attest meet of tire City’s Preferential Parklng District and recommend improoementt to optimite
its effectiveness.

L’&0ir,_Z.._stiata

I

tire ineplonrentarlon

0,55105

,

ST

1.02

girt rhown)

CpeteaPa,tsingTaek Force to golde City Department. In

oteore

of thn Citywide On.5treet Parking Manageerent Study, with focus on the PrtorltyTool
kit,
Pursue City Counctl approver to modify progrtms, policies, and ordrnancirc that rmpaot an-street
parking conditions, such as, Pref,rent,a “o’sing Districts tyPD), parkingrestrietsons,
drseiupment policies, private croperty improvements. etc
TJ_onideanannuai report to tire City Cousiga on the ficootepSsleeterrs of
tite Patbsng Took Porse Os isnplenteettng tire Citysside Ce-Street Parking Manegtsrteet Study and Psiority
Tool kit.
104
MT
Oeoeiopasirotesy to proactiveiy, cust’efreciise,y and efficiently ,rrprencrnr thort-term md-tern, and
long-term strttegsns outlined in the Citywide On-Street

ST

l1J

1O1,j

yty

Top Short-, Mid- and Long-term Strategies per Guiding Principles

Recommended Strategy (only High Priority
Tinsefratne
Description

PRIORITY TOOL KIT

PS

I

ew

i

PD

PD

PD

PD

PD

P1)

—

—

CD

CD

CD

CD

PW’

SW

1
P
W

‘

‘

-

i

-

,

,

CD

——

I

-

-

CD

cc

CD

I

I

CD

CD

CD

CD

CD

CD

,,,,,,,,_4,,,,__,__

--

Pt)

PDj”’D

[

I

[

PW

PW

Pstsi

PW

I

PW

PW

PW

PW

PW,

Rotpoossble Depantetent(s)

-

a an

MINAGAR

Top Short-, Mid- and Long-term Strategies per Guiding Principles

ST
MT
IT
1

Year)

Mid-term priority/implementation (Within 1 tO 5 yea’s)
Long-term pniority/implemettation (Within 5)010 year,)

Short-term priority/implementation Within

Lpeoct)Ptio

a ASSOCIATIa. INC.

Notes:

I

Recon,rnended StrAtegy (only High Pflority strutegieo shows)

PRIORITY TOOL KIT

RD

Rsb

I

0/3/2020

Citywide
-

-

Pt)

PD Police

C))

CD. Community Development

PW: pi,thr DIov.

On000nobie Departy5ol

PW

*010,1, P1a,.
Sooth Gati CA
Respeosible Depertreent(a(

2012

Q,

DRAFT FINAL REPORT Rev. 6/20119
Citywide On-Street Parking Management Plan (City Project No. 590-R
PT)
City of South Gate Public Works Department Engineering Division
—

—

Executive Summary
1.1 Overview of the Parking Management Plan
-

The City of South Gate engaged Minagar & Associates, Inc. (Minag
ar) to complete a
Citywide Parking Study. The goals of this study were to evaluate curren
t supply and
demand conditions on every public street and block within the City of South
Gate, and to
obtain public feedback and input on parking issues. Further, Minagar
was tasked with
developing recommendations and a comprehensive plan based on the results
of the study
and discussions with city staff, to guide the city management in implem
enting future
strategies and carrying out effective parking policy.
The team’s findings and recommendations in this Plan provide the City
of South Gate a
valuable toolkit of strategies to address its ongoing parking issues, and
an opportunity to
make important, impactful changes for its citizens that will help to ensure
that the onstreet parking supply will continue to serve its residents and businesses
well; that existing
and future regulations are effectively and equitably enforced; that any change
s to the City’s
parking regulations or enforcement of such regulations are strategically
defined and wellcommunicated to the public; and that parking will not continue to be
a deterrent to the
quality of life for those who live and work in South Gate.
In cooperation with Katherine Padilla Associates (KPA), Minagar & Associ
ates, Inc. and City
of South Gate Public Works staff focused on identifying existing on-stre
et parking
deficiencies, particularly in residential neighborhoods, encountered throug
hout the City on
a day-to-day basis. The parking study was founded on understanding the
root causes of the
parking issues, based on the collected parking data and community
feedback. This
knowledge was then used to develop a set of short-term, mid-range
and long-term
recommendations and policies to support the City in addressing these issues.
Combined,
the parking survey data, public outreach efforts, incorporation of commu
nity-wide input,
and cooperation with City staff and management to develop parking strateg
ies and policy
recommendations form this “Parking Management Plan” to guide the City
of South Gate in a
clear direction to address on-street parking issues over the next 10 years.
1.2 Citywide On-Street Parking Study and Community Outreach
-

A series of on-street parking utilization surveys were first conducted across
the City of
South Gate, over the span of several weeks, and covering every public street
in the City. The
surveys began with Minagar staff conducting walking audits along every
city block to
3
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estimate the amount of on-street parking space available at the curb based on frontage
length between driveways, absent parking obstructions and prohibitions such as fire
hydrants, driveways, No Parking signage and painted curb zones. Each street was then
driven multiple times each day to observe the number of cars occupying these spaces in
order to understand how the existing on-street parking supply was being utilized on a
typical day. Field staff also reviewed the video footage to identify potential causes of the
parking deficiencies observed during the surveys. The collected data was then aggregated
and analyzed to identify parking utilization rates across each community zone within the
City, and the locations and times during which on-street parking utilization exceeded
acceptable levels.
Following the field data collection parking surveys, Minagar and its public outreach
consultant, KPA, worked with city staff to coordinate several community outreach meetings
to obtain useful and measurable public input. The community’s feedback was reviewed and
incorporated into the Study as a tool to further inform Minagar’s recommendations, and its
understanding of localized parking issues within the city. The Project Team also
administered an online survey for South Gate residents to take and provide feedback on the
various parking issues and potential solutions. A combination of multiple choice responses
and custom comments from individuals was returned over a one-month period, with a total
of 762 residents who participated in the online survey.
The most notable findings of the online survey revealed that while the majority of
respondents agreed on the key causes of parking issues (Too many cars/drivers per
household 77%, Residents not using their own driveways or garages to park their cars
62%, Multiple cars are parked on the street, stored or seldom used
55%); with the
exception of providing preferential parking permits to residents (60% agreed this was a
viable solution) the recommended strategies which might help to rectify these issues did
not garner strong consensus across the board (Install marked on-street parking stalls
39%, Encourage residents to use their driveways/garages 36%, Increase parking/police
enforcement 29%; and so on). This indicated to the Project Team that residents do
experience common sets of parking problems—high demands, constrained supply, and
poor parking behaviors by others—and yet, there appears to be no “one size fits all”
solution. Rather, a multi-faceted strategy which takes into account local neighborhood
issues and characteristics, and combines the efforts of both the residents and the City
would be the best approach in any given situation to resolve the ongoing parking problems
in the City.
—

—

—

—

—
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1.3 Key Findings of the Study
-

Following are key findings from this study:
•

On-street parking on residential streets is the biggest issue. The core issue is the
widespread lack of available on-street parking on residential streets, i.e., the
curbside space within the public right-of-way typically open for residents to park
their cars in front of (or at least near) their home. Approximately two-thirds of all
publicly-maintained roadways in City of South Gate is comprised of local streets
;
1
that is, roadways with direct vehicular access from the public right-of-way to
residents’ properties. Therefore, while curbside parking does accumulate on major
collector streets and arterial highways throughout the City, the data reveals that the
principal volume of on-street parking accumulation (and thus the focus of most of
the City’s parking issues) occurs within local neighborhoods on residential
roadways, where cars are commonly found lining both sides of virtually every Street,
each day all throughout the week.
One of the most noticeable issues when driving through residential streets in
the City of South Gate is that virtually every local street is significantly narrow, to
the point where the presence of on-street parking on both sides of the Street
significantly constrains the passage of two-way traffic. This is especially the case for
larger vehicles such as utility services, vans and pickup trucks. Based on the City of
South Gate’s Municipal Code and Zoning Ordinance
, a “narrow street” is defined as
2
a roadway which is thirty feet or less in width. On such streets, the Director of Public
Works may authorize the prohibition of parking on one side in order to enhance
public safety and improve traffic mobility, since the presence of curbside parked
cars (approximately 7 to 8 feet in width from the curb face, with side-view mirrors
included) on both sides of the street leaves very little room for concurrent opposing
traffic (30’ wide street (2 x 7’ parking lanes) = 16 feet / 2 travel lanes
8-foot
travel lane per direction). Unfortunately, since the vast majority of the City’s
residential roadways are 30 feet wide, and thus currently built to a “narrow street”
standard, restricting parking on one side of every street for safety and mobility
reasons may inadvertently cause a disproportionate number of residents who
currently park on these streets—whether out of necessity or by choice—to be in
direct violation of the City’s parking code.
—

-

Management Partners. (2018, April 3). Street Sweeping Evaluation Project Report. Retrieved from City of South Gate City
Council Agenda, May 8, 2018 Item No. 17.
2 City
of South Gate Municipal Code, Chapter 8.12, Section 040(J) pursuant to Ord. 1982 § 2, 41l-95.
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Therefore, in light of various pre-existing socioeconomic and operational
factors discussed in further detail in this study which affect parking demand (e.g.,
population density, housing density, automobile ownership, frontage width, existing
driveway dimensions, fixed street widths) two-sided on-street parking on narrow
residential streets has not been prohibited by the City except on uniquely narrow
streets such as Duane Way, Missouri Avenue, Deeble Street or Mariposa Lane where
permitting it would render two-way traffic between parked cars impossible.
•

Based on the field data collection, the highest on-street parking demands in the City
exist in the neighborhoods west of Alexander Avenue (Zones 1 through 3), particularly
during the weekday overnight hours and mid-day Saturday periods when most
residents are home and the need for on-street parking reaches its peak. Neighborhood
areas east of Alexander Avenue (Zones 4 and 5) also showed unsuitably high on-street
parking conditions, only to a slightly lesser degree than the west side of the City. The
highest concentration of frequently over-parked streets was found to be in the
residential neighborhoods within a half-mile distance to the west and east of Long
Beach Boulevard. The following is a summary of the peak parking utilization periods in
each of the surveyed community zones in the City:
o
o
o
o
o
o

Zone
Zone
Zone
Zone
Zone
Zone

#1
#2
#3
#4
#SN
#SS

—

—

—

—

Alameda to Long Beach: 92%
Long Beach to California: 93%
California to Alexander: 77%
Alexander to 1-7 10 Freeway: 68%
1-7 10 to east city limits, north of Imperial: 46%
1-7 10 to east city limits, north of Imperial: 58%
—

-

Based on industry practice, a maximally acceptable utilization rate for on-street
parking is generally 85 percent. At this point, a driver can expect to find 1 free space for
every 7 occupied. Above 85%, the parking accumulation has exceeded the functional
capacity of the curb lane for convenient use, causing drivers (e.g., residents, guests) to
park much further away from the intended destination/residence.
Supply Sufficiency: Based on the above-described citywide parking utilization
surveys it was concluded that South Gate’s existing on-street parking supply,
particularly within residential areas and during critical times of the day, is generally
insufficient to meet localized demands. While most properties in South Gate do
contain sufficient storage space in existing on-garages and driveways for multiple
cars to be parked off of the street, on-street parking is much more convenient for
many users and seemingly in higher demand in comparison to driveway/garage

Q
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parking. Factoring in the various constraints imposed by socioeconomic conditions
and the limitations of the pre-existing built environment for residential
neighborhood parking, it is seen that curbside parking is not immediately available
to all residents, and that as a result many drivers wind up engaging in inconvenient
or disruptive parking practices, such as rotating parked vehicles in driveways, pre
meditative double parking and “space saving”, parking over sidewalks or front
lawns, or finding an open curbside space much further away from their residence.
Fortunately, there are a number of factors actively contributing to these localized
shortages which can be alleviated now; for example, improving the use of parking
spaces available on private property, adding more parking spaces on the street, or
reducing the need for automobile ownership and parking demands. The efficiency of
the current supply could be further improved by upping enforcement of existing
parking and code regulations to make the existing curbside parking supply more
readily available for regular users.
•

Public Perception of the Issues, and Community-Supported Strategies: The
community mostly believes that the existing on-street parking deficiency is a matter
of there being too many people per residence, owning too many cars, and an
excessive number of cars on the street that should instead be parked in driveways
and garages (or should not be there to begin with, as is the case of vehicles parked
from nearby businesses, customer/employee vehicles of unpermitted home
businesses, parked cars from residents of other streets, apartment tenants parked in
front of single-family properties, or car sales/repairs on the street). In addition to
the perception that neighbors prioritize the on-street parking lane over their own
private driveways and garages, community members widely believe that simply the
sheer number of resident car owners and automobiles per household is a root cause
of the problem which causes the demand for on-street parking to extend beyond the
limits of each individual property. Residents have also voiced a common concern
over the intrusion of on-street parking by nearby businesses and schools, and the
prevalence of unused cars left abandoned on the street which also contributes to the
lack of available parking space. In terms of resolving the existing on-street parking
problems, there is shared belief among the community that the best solution will
involve a combination of the City implementing policies to affect parking availability,
coupled with residents adopting new behaviors. Strategies that garnered the most
public support included areas involving: preferential parking districts (residential
on-street parking permits); better management and regulation of the existing on
street parking system (e.g., marked on-street stalls, increased parking enforcement);
and ways to encourage or compel residents to prioritize the use of their driveways
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and garages for car parking (e.g., widening driveways, using garages for parking
rather than dwelling space or storage).
•

Community Education: Many community members are unaware of the countless
causes behind the parking issues experienced in their own community, some of
which they themselves may be contributing towards and can help alleviate. Existing
parking regulations are one such aspect of the needed community education which
is essential to the integrity of South Gate’s public rights-of-way and on-street
parking use. For instance, prohibitions related to parking large vehicles (i.e., greater
than 7.5 feet wide) on residential streets; parking vehicles on the street for more
than 72 hours in the same place; storing a non-operational vehicle on a public
roadway for any longer than 12 hours; parking on a front lawn; and parking in a
manner which blocks one’s own driveway. Targeted outreach and education on
“good neighbor” parking behaviors and City regulations and the benefits they offer
to the community is essential.

1.4 Recommended Parking Strategies and Policies
-

Following are key action items recommended by this study:
1.) Present the recommended parking policies, or “Guiding Principles’ described below
and contained in this Citywide On-Street Parking Management Plan to City Council for
adoption.
2.) Circulate this Plan to relevant city departments for future reference in leveraging the
various “parking toolbox” strategies contained herein to mitigate on-street parking
conditions in the short, medium and long term.
Summary of Recommended Parking Policies

Q

•

Guiding Principle #1:
o Organize an internal Parking Task Force

•

Guiding Principle #2:
o Authorize Public Works to Implement As-Needed Parking Strategies on
Public Streets

•

Guiding Principle #3:
o Direct Police Department to Address Operational Issues Related to On
Street Parking with More Parking Enforcement
8
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Guiding Principle #4:
o Direct Code Enforcement to Focus on Addressing Private Property Issues
Impacting On-Street Parking
•

Guiding Principle #5:
o Provide Private Property Owners with Opportunities and Strategies to
Better Utilize Their Off-Street Parking Space

•

Guiding Principle #6:
o Implement Public Parking Strategies

•

Guiding Principle #7:
o Implement a Community Educational Campaign

•

Guiding Principle #8:
o Direct Community Development Department to
Initiatives to Enhance On-Street Parking Conditions

Create

Planning

Summary of Parking Toolbox Strategies
The Team’s combined efforts of field parking utilization surveys and public outreach
resulted in the development of various parking toolbox strategies which could be applied
to address specific parking issues encountered throughout the City. Through a series of
screening steps, the following measures have been recommended for the City to implement
as part of a short-term (within 1 year), mid-range (5-year) and long-term (10-year) plan:
Short-Term Parking Strategies (within 1 year):
•
Create a Parking Task Force to examine and address concerns raised in the
Citywide On-Street Parking Management Study, and to guide the City’s
departments to implement the “Guiding Principles” and priority-list strategies
developed in the citywide on-street parking action plan
•
Remove/Reduce Red Curb Zones to Add Parking Space
•
Stripe On-Street Stalls (Parallel)
•
Increase Existing Code Enforcement
•
Increase Parking Enforcement
•
Allow Driveway Widening
•
Develop an education campaigning program
•
Involve Residents to Help Monitor/Enforce Parking Regulations
•
Reach out to apartment owners to provide tenants with secure bicycle facilities
to encourage more bike use and reduce auto ownership
•
Improve public awareness of City-owned parking lots by installing wayfinding
guide signage; publishing locations maps in visible places of public gathering or
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